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Every single creature is full of God and is a book about God. 

Every creature is a word of God. 
If I spend enough time with the tiniest creature, even a caterpillar, 

I would never have to prepare a sermon. 
So full of God is every creature. 

 
Meister Eckhart 

 
 

Meister Eckhart was an early medieval Catholic theologian and mystic from Germany whom I read extensively 
when I was in seminary as I moved from my undergraduate study in biology to my graduate theological studies.  
Eckhart provided a bridge for me between those two disciplines and, as you are fully aware, I maintained that 
meld of the two pursuits throughout my ministry.  I find that my spirituality is strengthened when I connect it to 
the rhythms of the natural world, something that is not unique to me but has occurred since the earliest days of 
the faith.  We can see this in the liturgical calendar which the church first developed in the 300s with the addition 
of Christmas to its celebrations.  Although it was an historical fact that Easter took place in the spring — the  
Bible attests to its connection with Passover which fell on the 15th day of the first month of spring in the Jewish 
calendar — there is nothing in the Bible that gives us the date of Jesus’ birth.  There are all sorts of theories as to 
why the church came to rest on December 25th for the nativity but certainly its relationship to the winter solstice 
made it an appealing date.  How better to express the “light that shines in the darkness,” than to celebrate Jesus’ 
coming into the world at the physically darkest time of the seasons? 
 
Unfortunately, modern society has lost much of its connection with the rhythms of the natural world. Watches 
and clocks have replaced our attention to the sun as it works its daily way across the sky, and indoor heating and 
air conditioners have enabled us to keep to our busy schedules no matter how hot or cold it is outside.  While I 
appreciate those modern day inventions, I appreciate that I live in a rural home where the animals and plants still 
mark the changing of the seasons for me.  At this time of year, I can watch the toads burrow into the mud for 
their winter sleep, note the change in bird populations as species wend their way south, watch the leaves turn and 
fall, appreciate the beauty of a new snowfall, listen to the honking of the geese on their way to their winter homes, 
and watch Orion replace Scorpio as the dominant constellation in the night sky.  While humanity continues its 
unrelenting industry in an arrogant insistence that we are not chained to the earth’s turning, the world outside my 
window beckons me to slow down, become quiet, rest.  So too, our ancient liturgical calendar proclaims this  
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season of Advent in the darkest time of year as a season of contemplation when we put aside the business and 
activity of our normal work-a-day world to consider the meaning of Christ’s coming and take time to reflect.   
 
In her book, “All Creation Waits: The Advent Mystery of New Beginnings,” Gayle Boss describes the  
hibernation of the painted turtle who buries itself in deep mud at the beginning of winter. 
 

“And then, pulled into her shell, encased in darkness, she settled into a deep stillness…. She slows her self  
beyond breath in a place where her breath is not possible. And waits. As ice locks in the marsh water and 
howling squalls batter its reeds and brush, beneath it all she waits.… Every stressed particle of her stays  
focused on the silver bead of utter quietude.  It’s this radical simplicity that will save her. And deep within it, at 
the heart of her stillness, something she has no need to name but something we might call trust: that one day, 
yes, the world will warm again, and with it, her life.” 
 
May you too, with the turtles and the frogs, the oaks and the pines, find a way to quiet your life for a few  
moments during this Advent season so that in the stillness, you can hear the promise of Christ’s birth: God is 
present with us even in the darkest winter and we can trust that one day, our world will warm again and God 
will bring us life. 
 

        
 
 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
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December Mission of the Month 

Christmas Boxes  
Our Mission of the Month for December is the 
Christmas Box project.  Boxes should be filled and 
returned to the Church Center no later than  
December 8th. Purchased cookies should be labeled 
“For UUC Christmas Boxes”  and dropped off in the 
Church Center kitchen no later than December 8.  

If you were unable to sponsor a family you can help 
by making a financial donation to offset the cost of  
turkeys and additional items for the boxes.  
Donations labeled “Christmas Boxes” can be turned 
in at the Church Office . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again this year we are collecting winter clothing 
for Cameron Community Ministries in Rochester, 
NY. Cameron Community Ministries is an Urban 
Outreach Community Center in the Lyell-Otis 
Neighborhood of Rochester, NY. Gather coats, 
heavy fleeces, winter hats, mittens, scarves, new 
socks and underwear, any size.  Totes for donating 
are on the Church Street entrance to the Church 
Center, outside the door of the Box of Books, and in 
Haircare.  Jan & Dave Porter will be delivering soon 
after the cut off date of December 19th.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookies for Food Pantry 
The food pantry is requesting cookies for their 
Christmas boxes. Please get cookies to the church 
office on Wednesday or Thursday afternoons from 
1pm to 4pm when Lana is in, or to Laurel’s house by 
noon on Saturday, December 18. 

 

 

 

Donate to a Charity of  Your Choice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church News & Events 
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Membership Ceremony  

December 5th 
Our church by-laws provide people a great level of 
involvement without requiring official membership.  
In our church, you don't have to be a member to  
participate on boards (except for the Board of  
Trustees which is state mandated to be made up only 
of members) and we encourage everyone in the  
congregation to express their opinions during church 
meetings.  In this church, then, the difference  
between a member and non-member has to do not 
with the day-to-day operation of the church but with 
an investment in the church’s future.  Only official 
members are allowed to vote on the budget, major 
property decisions, ministerial selections, or anything 
that affects the long term operation of the church.  To 
become a member then, is to make a declaration 
before the congregation of one’s desire to be involved 
in shaping the future of the church and conversely, 
the congregation publicly declares that they believe 
the candidate for membership is a person that they 
trust to make faithful decisions about the direction of 
the church’s ministry.  
 
On December 5th, we are excited to welcome the  
following people into official membership with the 
Union University Church: 
 
Mindy Smith 
Mary Smith 
Daisy Wu 
Edward Zhou 
Regina Burke 
Emma Brown Shaklee 
Ramin Faraji 
Joyce Miyake-Faraji 
MaryAnn Whittemore 
 
These are all people who have been involved in our 
congregational life for a long time (some as long as a 
decade) but have expressed a desire to make their 
membership official so that they can help the church 
during the transitional period of the next year.  Please 
join us on December 5th to give thanks for the  
commitment of these people and extend to them the 
“right hand of fellowship.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but 
still nothing is as shining as it should be 
for you. Under the sink, for example, is  
an 
uproar of mice — it is the season of their 
many children. What shall I do? And  
under the eaves 
and through the walls the squirrels 
have gnawed their ragged entrances —  
but it is the season 
when they need shelter, so what shall I  
do? And 
the raccoon limps into the kitchen and  
opens the cupboard 
while the dog snores, the cat hugs the  
pillow; 
what shall I do? Beautiful is the new  
snow falling 
in the yard and the fox who is staring  
boldly 
up the path, to the door. And still I  
believe you will 
come, Lord: you will, when I speak to t 
he fox, 
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering  
sea-goose, know 
that really I am speaking to you  
whenever I say, 
as I do all morning and afternoon:  
Come in, Come in.           
                                                     by Mary Oliver 

 

 

Church News & Events, cont. 
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Baptism and Confirmation 

December 5 
During the December 5th worship, we will be  
celebrating the ceremonies of Confirmation and  
Baptism. 
 
Isabel and Jackson Jusianiec will be confirmed while 
Cuhlyn and Lilie Perkins, Candy Zhou, and possibly 
Laura Reginio will be baptized by immersion in the 
baptismal.   
  
The process for confirmation and adult baptism are 
the same in our church and only differ in the  
particulars of the ceremony.  Children who were  
baptized as infants are confirmed when they are 
youth, while children who were not baptized as  
infants are baptized as adults.  In both cases,  
however, Laurie works with the prospective  
candidates through a discipleship class in which they 
talk about the meaning of their faith and the  
commitment they are making.  In addition, each of 
the candidates completed a project of their choosing 
in which they considered the role their faith has to 
play in their lives, and the intersection of faith with 
their interests and passions. 
 
Isabel Jusianiec painted an abstract depiction of the 
nativity story. 
Jackson Jusianiec volunteered at the food pantry 
and wrote up his thoughts and questions about the  
experience. 
Lilie Perkins did a “warm fuzzy” project in which 
over several successive days she brought in small gifts 
and an extra gift for each of her classmates asking 
them to pass along the extra gift to another.   
Cuhlyn Perkins developed a program with his  
soccer coach offering a seven week series of bible 
studies and soccer practices. 

Candy Zhou played a piece on the violin which 
holds spiritual meaning for her and discussed its  
significance with the group. 
 
 
Karrie Edwards has also asked to be baptized this 
coming Sunday.  Although she has been an active 
participant of the congregation, she was never  
baptized as a child and would like to make a public 
affirmation of her faith through this ceremony.  She 
will be receiving her baptism through the act of  
pouring in which the baptismal waters are  
administered by the minister cupping her hand 
around a small amount of water which she puts on 
the candidate’s head following the candidate’s  
profession of faith.  The last time we had a baptism 
by pouring, it was actually supposed to be by  
immersion but the baptismal leaked and was empty 
on Sunday morning!  Since the kids had been  
prepared to get soaked, Laurie had them stand in the 
baptismal and poured water from a pitcher over their 
heads.  In Karrie’s case, Karrie will simply stand  
before the altar while Laurie administers the water 
from a baptismal font. 
 
The ceremonies of baptism and confirmation are  
significant times in the lives of the candidates, their 
families, and for us as a congregation.  We look  
forward to celebrating this important day together on 
December 5th.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church News & Events, cont. 

“Nativity” by Isabel Jusianiec 
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Our Covid Christmas Party,  

December 19 
Once again, we will be holding our annual Christmas  
party as a semi-virtual event.  At the Semi-annual 
meeting, people agreed that the number of Covid 
infections is still high enough in our area that safety 
considerations prohibit the traditional pot-luck  
dinner and so we are going to repeat the format from 
last year. 
 
Immediately following worship on December 19th, 
we invite everyone to stay either in the sanctuary or 
on Zoom, and we will participate in some carol  
singing, several games which can be enjoyed both  
in-person or virtually, and will conclude with  
candle-lighting and the singing of Silent Night.  The 
Fellowship Board will have wish cakes available at 
Coffee Hour for the in-person participants, and will 
have them at the Church Center prior to the 19th for 
Zoomers who wish to pick them up before the 
event.  (Exact times of availability will be announced 
in church.) 
  
We hope you plan on staying for the time of  
fellowship to celebrate the Christmas season  
together. 
 

Music Committee 
The newly constituted Music Committee met  
following worship on November 28 to discuss music 
planning as the church transitions to a new minister. 

Members of the committee are Mary Lou  
Cartledge (liaison with the Board of Elders),  
Peter O’Connor, Laurel Buckwalter, Catherine 
Chambers, and Emma Brown-Shaklee. Their  
objective is to  keep the music going; to  
capitalize on the musical talents of our members; 
and to plan ahead for special music, working 
with Rev. Barger when she arrives.  
 
 

 

Fusion Christmas Eve Service 

5:00 pm December 24th 
Our church Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 on 
Christmas Eve and will be a Fusion service available 
via Zoom. While there are no restrictions on the 
numbers of people attending, masks will be required. 
The service will include scripture readings, carols, 
and special music selections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Ding Jiaxi & family, Michelle Garcia Escobar, Clay-
ton Stutzman, Hugh Langelier, Lois Stiles, Wes 
Bentz, 4 yr. old Lowin, Marnie Johnson (Joan Schul-
ze’s niece), Michele Hluchy’s father (Rev. Stephen 
Hluchy), Tiersa Watson’s mother, Angie Ninos, Da-
vid Dubois, Ray Chambers, Kelly Snyder, Nolan 
Tormey, friend of Leah Crosby: Mugoux Varra 
(brain cancer), Barb Baker on the death of Bob 
Baker. 

                A Prayer for Advent  
                       by Howard Thurman  
 
May the sounds of Advent stir a longing in your people, O 
God. Come again to set us free from the dullness of routine 
and the poverty of our imaginations. Break the patterns which 
bind us to small commitments and to the stale answers we have 
given to questions of no importance. Let the Advent trumpet 
blow, let the walls of our defenses crumble, and make a place 
in our lives for the freshness of your love, well-lived in the  
Spirit, and still given to all who know their need and dare 
receive it. Amen.  
 
 
 

Church News & Events, cont. 
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Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and  

notify the Church Office.  If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the 

Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month. 

Date Lay Leader Flowers Coffee 

Dec 5 Ordway Communion Willis 

Dec. 12 Casey Advent wreath Casey 

Dec. 19 Meissner Meissner Christmas Party 

Dec. 26 Slack Meissner Burdick/Edwards 

Jan.2 Cartledge Meissner Tucker 

Jan. 9 Porter Stephens Soule 

Jan. 16 R. Stephens Soule Mindy Smith 

Jan. 23 Sharon Smith Meissner Luo 

Jan. 30 Buckwalter Sharon Smith Fajari 

January Board Members of the Month  

Deacon….......................................................Karrie Edwards (karrielovesdogs@gmail.com; 607.382.6981) 

Elder......................................................Mary Lou Cartledge (cartledge@zoominternet.net; 607.587.8071) 

BOCE…………………………............................................... 

Fellowship………….............................................. 

Trustee…………………......................................Jerry Jusianiec (jusianjm@alfredstate.edu; 607.587.8274) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 

December Board Members of the Month  

Deacon…....................................................................Jan Casey (jancasey1834@gmail.com; 607.382.2773) 

Elder......................................................................Eliza Ordway (ordwayej@gmail.com; 585-610-5933) 

BOCE………………………….......................................... 

Fellowship…………................................ 

Trustee………………….................................................Walt Schulze (Schulze@alfred.edu; 607.587.9529) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 
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Christmas  

Boxes 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 10:30  

Worship 

Communion 

Membership 

Bapt/Conf 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 10:30 

Worship 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 10:30 

Worship 

Christmas 

Party 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 10:30 

Worship 

27 28 29 30 31  

 

 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for thee. Amen 

                                                           Martin Luther 
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  Just for Fun 

Did You Know? 
A very spiritual, devout and holy priest dies and is  
immediately swept up to heaven. St. Peter greets him 
at the Pearly Gates, and says, “Hello, Father, we've 
been waiting for you for a long time. Welcome to 
Heaven!” 
“You are very well known here, and as a special  
reward... because you are such a spiritual and holy 
man, we're going to grant you anything you wish even 
before we enter Heaven. What can I grant you?” 
“Well,” the priest says, “I've always been a great  
admirer of the Virgin Mother. I've always wanted to 
talk to her.” 
St. Peter nods his head to one side, and lo and behold 
who should approach the priest but the Virgin Mary! 
The priest is beside is himself, and he manages to say, 
“Mother, I have always been a great admirer of yours, 
and have studied everything I could about you and 
followed your life as best I could. I have studied every 
painting and portrait ever made of you, and I've  
noticed that you are always portrayed with a slightly 
sad look on your face. I have always, always wondered 
what it was that made you sad. 
Would you please tell me?” 
“Honestly?” with a little pained grimace on her face. 
“Well, I was really hoping for a girl.”    

You Win Some, You Lose Some 
After the revival had concluded, the three pastors 
were discussing the results with one another. 
 
The Methodist minister said, “The revival worked out 
great for us! We gained four new families.” 
 
The Baptist preacher said, “We did better than that! 
We gained six new families.” 
 
The Presbyterian pastor said, “Well, we did even  
better than that! We got rid of our ten biggest trouble 
makers!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It Depends on Your Point of View 
Years ago, the chaplain of the football team at Notre 
Dame was a beloved old Irish priest. 
 
At confession one day, a football player told the priest 
that he had acted in an unsportsmanlike manner at a 
recent football game. “I lost my temper and said some 
bad words to one of my opponents.” “Ahhh, that's a 
terrible thing for a Notre Dame lad to be doin',” the 
priest said. He took a piece of chalk and drew a mark 
across the sleeve of his coat. 
 
“That's not all, Father. I got mad and punched one of 
my opponents.” 
 
“Saints preserve us!” the priest said, making another 
chalk mark. 
 
“There's more. As I got out of a pileup, I kicked two 
of the other team's players in the . . . in a sensitive  
area.” 
 
“Oh, goodness me!” the priest wailed, making two 
more chalk marks on his sleeve. “Who in the world 
were we playin' when you did these awful things?” 
 
“Southern Methodist.” 
 
“Ah, well,” said the priest, wiping his sleeve, “boys 
will be boys.” 
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