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Something to think about …  

My paternal grandmother was born in 1898 and was 31 years old when the stock market crashed 
and plunged the country into the Great Depression.  My grandfather was a Baptist minister, not 
a lucrative career to begin with, and with four young boys at home, the years of the depression 
were extremely difficult ones for my grandmother.  She wrote once in her diary that she was 
pleased to be able finally to provide a decent Sunday dinner for her family because that  

afternoon my grandfather had caught a large mouth bass when he took the boys fishing at a local lake.  Although 
the Great Depression eventually ended and the country recovered economically, my grandmother always carried 
emotional residue from those times and remained frugal to a fault.  She re-used her tea bags so many times that 
they barely stained the water before she threw them away.  She hung damp paper towels carefully on a drying rack 
so that they too could be used again.  The most memorable example of her thrift occurred when I was 17 and my 
father asked me to accompany my grandmother on her trip home from our cottage so that she wouldn’t be alone 
on the four hour drive.  She insisted on doing the driving and as we crested a steep hill coming into Oswego, my 
grandmother said to me, “Let me show you a trick for saving gas,” and then proceeded to turn off the key in the 
ignition.  We coasted down the long hill like a car in a soapbox derby until we reached the bottom where she 
jumpstarted the motor back to life.  I never told my father about that little exhilarating episode in our trip.  
  
As a child, my grandmother’s frugality appeared eccentric and no longer necessary given our middle class  
comfort, but they had become to her engrained habits that psychologically secured her against an uncertain  
future.  The Depression had warned her that our current circumstances can change in an instant and she would 
never let down her guard against that day.  I have thought a lot about her in this past year and a half during the 
pandemic and wondered how living through these times will change us.  Will our children and grandchildren one 
day laugh at our reluctance to mingle for hours in great crowded halls?  Will they roll their eyes when we squirt 
sanitizer in our hands after using the shopping cart?  Will they shake their heads in disbelief when we don a mask 
on the plane?  Obviously, not all Americans have the same anxiety about the pandemic but even our differing 
opinions on the level of risk are contributing to the chaos of these days and will undoubtedly leave some  
psychological residue as well.  It will be hard to learn to relax again after spending months on guard against  
disease and division. 
 
I hope, however, that what we carry forward from these times is not only the psychological residue of uncertainty 
but also the soul strengthening memories of unexpected grace, of the importance of community, of the comfort 
of prayer, and the kindness of neighbors.  My grandmother may have been frugal to a fault because of her years 
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living through the Depression but she was also generous to a fault because of that same experience. Her faith 
and the community of her church kept her strong and gave her hope in the worst of times, and in the crucible 
of the uncertainty of the Great Depression, she forged a great certainty in the saving power of unselfish  
compassion for others.  After this long and hard pandemic in which our country was torn apart and our  
routines completely undone, may we remember not only the anxiety of the times but also the moments when a 
person’s simple caring lightened our load, when little children waving into the camera during Zoom worship 
lifted our hearts, when the congregation welcomed the minister’s dog to the sanctuary to teach the gospel  
lesson, when we celebrated communion with Diet Pepsi and pretzels or whatever was at hand, when our 
Zoom screens were lit up by Christmas candles held to the camera while we sang, and when the church  
continued to serve and pray and care for one another and never missed a Sunday of worship because in good 
times and bad, we knew that we needed to be with one another and give praise to the grace of God. 
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Allegany Senior Foundation 
The Allegany Senior Foundation is a non-profit  
volunteer organization providing support to help 
meet the needs of senior citizens in the county and to 
tap the resources of the population to meet those 
needs. 
Make checks payable to the Union University 
Church with “Senior Foundation” in the memo 
line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are happy to have been able to provide 
coffee following worship each Sunday 

BUT 
in order to continue to do so 
we need Coffee Hour hosts  

for 

November & December 
Please contact Sharon Burdick if  you 

can help out. 
cell: 607.769.8344 

email: vernsharon@frontiernet.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
October 4th was World Communion Sunday.  
Celebrated on the first Sunday in October, World  
Communion Sunday focuses on the eucharist as a 
way of promoting Christian unity and ecumenical  
cooperation. The tradition was begun in 1933 by 
Hugh Thomson Kerr who ministered at  
Pittsburgh’s Shadyside Presbyterian Church. The  
following item from the NewsletterNewsletter  
appropriately reflects the spirit of World Communion 
Sunday: 

 
The Subversive Table 

“The Lord’s Supper [is] a profoundly subversive  
political event in the lives of the participants,” writes 
Richard Beck in Unclean. “The sacrament brings real 
people — divided in the larger world — into a 
sweaty, intimate, flesh-and-blood embrace where 
‘there shall be no difference between them and the 
rest.’” Beck is quoting Walt Whitman, for whom 
“them” refers to “the wicked and the righteous.” 

“In our day, I think of political conservatives and  
liberals who receive equally the grace of God through 
Christ’s body and blood. I think of the man in a 
church I pastored, who took pride in stirring up  
controversy. I didn’t like him. But at the Lord’s table, 
though “divided in the larger world,” we shared a  
sacrament with no difference between us. 

“I think of my former parish near an Air Force base. 
Many members were military personnel and surely 
knew one another’s rank. But in church — at the 
conference table, the dinner table and especially the 
communion table — no difference existed between a 
colonel and a captain, a commissioned officer and an 
NCO. It was a beautiful example of God’s kingdom 
subverting the world’s tendency to divide.” 

Church News & Events  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shadyside_Presbyterian_Church
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On Sunday, October 4 we celebrated our traditional 
“Blessing of the Animals” with Laurie’s dog, Dexter, 
acting as surrogate for all our beloved pets. One of 
the traditional hymns often chosen for this day is 
“All Creatures of Our God and King” which is based 
on St. Francis’ “Canticle of the Sun” composed in 
1225. It is considered the first poem in vernacular 
Italian. 

Canticle of the Sun 
Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, 
Yours are the praises, the glory, the honor, and 
all blessings. 
 
To You alone, Most High, do they belong, 
and no man is worthy to mention Your name. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, with all your  
creatures; 
especially Brother Sun, who is the day, and 
through whom You give us light. 
 
And he is beautiful and radiant with great 
splendor, 
and bears a likeness to You, Most High One. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon 
and the stars; 
in heaven You formed them clear and precious 
and beautiful. 
 
 
 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother 
Wind, 
and through the air, cloudy and serene, 
and every kind of weather through which You 
give sustenance to Your creatures. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister  
Water, 
which is very useful and humble and precious 
and chaste. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother 
Fire, 
through whom You light the night; 
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and 
strong. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister  
Mother Earth, 
who sustains us and governs us and who  
produces 
varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, 
through those who give pardon for Your love, 
and bear infirmity and tribulation. 
 
Blessed are those who endure in peace 
for by You, Most High, they shall be crowned. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, 
through our Sister Bodily Death, 
from whom no living man can escape. 
 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin. 
Blessed are those whom death will find in Your 
most holy will, 
for the second death shall do them no harm. 
 
Praise and bless my Lord, 
and give Him thanks, 
And serve Him with great humility, 
Amen. 
 
 

Church News & Events, cont. 
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Although Sunday School continues on hiatus due to 
the pandemic, seven youth met with Laurie on  
October 4th to discuss confirmation/baptism. 
Though the continuing Covid precautions meant 
that the group had to meet masked and that we  
concurrently zoomed the meeting for one youth 
member under quarantine due to contact tracing, we 
persevered and had a good discussion  
together.  They will talk with Laurie again over the 
next few weeks to develop individual projects  
personally tailored to the intersection of their faith 
and interests with a tentative date for the baptism/
confirmation ceremonies on a Sunday in early  
December.  
 
In addition to confirmation/baptism class, the youth 
will be going to Fillmore on Saturday, October 9th 
to plant daffodil bulbs for the ACC Fund for  
Women, an organization that the church supports in 
its Mission of the Month program.  The youth will 
learn about the organization which provides grants 
to help low income women seeking to become  
self-sustaining, and then will assist in planting bulbs 
in an area chosen by one of last year's grant  
recipients as a living reminder of the importance of 
the fund's work.  Weather permitting, they will also 
stop at an orchard to pick apples on the way home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for Ding Jiaxi 
On August 5, 2021, Ding Jiaxi, husband of our 
church member Sophie Luo, was indicted to Linyi 
Intermediary Court in China as a means of  
suppressing his work advocating for human rights in 
the country. He has been imprisoned for 22 months 
and if convicted could face up to ten additional 
years in prison. You can read more about their case 
and the false evidence being used against them at  

https://chinachange.org/.../civil-rights-activists-
xu.../ 

Sophie will meet with the U.S. State Department this 
week to talk about Ding Jiaxi’s case.  

 

Very Special Music 

On Sunday, October 4, Daisy Wu provided special 
music on the guzheng. The piece she played, “Yi 
People’s Dance” by Wang Huiran, is based on the 
various dances of the minority people “Yi” in 
Southwestern China. 

Church News & Events cont. 

https://chinachange.org/2021/09/25/civil-rights-activists-xu-zhiyong-and-ding-jiaxi-indicted-for-subversion-on-scant-slanderous-evidence/?fbclid=IwAR0aq2xOUZ1jRmYZkprsTNhQBo5bHiSxuHCLvLI-NFqhTGepBzRMpEHexLw
https://chinachange.org/2021/09/25/civil-rights-activists-xu-zhiyong-and-ding-jiaxi-indicted-for-subversion-on-scant-slanderous-evidence/?fbclid=IwAR0aq2xOUZ1jRmYZkprsTNhQBo5bHiSxuHCLvLI-NFqhTGepBzRMpEHexLw
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From the event organizers: 
In order to both celebrate Lizzie and Nick's wedding 
AND prevent the spread of covid, PLEASE   
  1.  Attend only if you are fully vaccinated.  You may 
certainly congratulate and celebrate the couple 
through social media. 
  2.  Bring a dish, with ingredients listed 
  3.  While in attendance, please stay masked except 
when eating. 
  4.  Before serving yourself at the pot luck 
meal,  please hand sanitize and remain masked. 
 
As we set up for this celebration, we will: 
   1. Keep the room in the Union University Church 
Center well ventilated.  
   2. Promote masking and social distanciing  
   3. Ask that if the weather is good, please bring lawn 
chairs & we will celebrate outside.  
   4. Provide hand sanitizer to be used before  
handling the serving utensils in the pot luck. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We received a very sweet thank you note from Angie 

Ninos—she sends her love along with her thanks. 

 

New Old Chairs 
The antique altar chairs that had been put out of 
use due to disrepair have recently been repaired 
and recovered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flowers that Bloom in the 

Fall Tra La ... 
While “The flowers that bloom in the Spring, tra la, 

Breathe promise of merry sunshine…”  (from Gilbert 

& Sullivan’s Mikado) our flowers that bloom in the 

Fall, ha ha, give pleasure to one and all, tra la la! 

Church News & Events cont. 
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Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and  

notify the Church Office.  If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the 

Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month. 

 
Date Lay Leader Flowers Coffee 

Oct 3 Cartledge Communion Tucker 

Oct 10 D. Stephens Mary Smith Porter 

Oct 17 Buckwalter S. Burdick Mary Smith 

Oct 24 Dewey Cartledge Buckwalter 

Oct 31 Jen Smith Slack Burdick 

Nov 7 D. Stephens Communion TBD 

Nov 14 S. Burdick Casey TBD 

Nov 21 L. Slack Meissner TBD 

October Board Members of the Month  

Deacon….....................................................Karrie Edwards  (karrielovesdogs@gmail.com; 607.382.6981) 

Elder......................................................Mary Lou Cartledge (cartledge@zoominternet.net; 607.587.8071) 

BOCE…………………………...............................................................................................................TBD  

Fellowship…………...............................................................................................................................TBD 

Trustee………………….............................................Dave Porter (porterkd1@hotmail.com; 716.498.0005) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 

Ding Jiaxi & family, Michelle Garcia Escobar, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh 
Langelier, Lois Stiles, Wes Bentz, 4 yr. old Lowin, Marnie Johnson (Joan 
Schulze’s niece), Michele Hluchy’s father (Rev. Stephen Hluchy), Tiersa Wat-
son’s mother, Angie Ninos, David Dubois, Ray Chambers, Kelly Snyder, 
Emily Campbell, Nolan Tormey (re-injured his leg and will undergo surgery 
and rehab again). 

Retirement Dinner for 

Rev. DeMott 

October 23, 2021 

Lake Lodge 

5:00pm—7:30pm 



8 

   Allegany Senior 

  Foundation 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 10:30  

Worship 

4 5 6 12pm  7 8 9 

1010:30  

Worship 
11 12 1312pm 14 15 16 

1710:30  

Worship 
18 19 2012pm 21 22 23 

2410:30  

Worship 
25 26 2712pm 28 29 30 

3110:30  

Worship 
      

“There is no season when such pleasant and sunny spots may be lighted on, and 

produce so pleasant an effect on the feelings, as now in October.” — Nathaniel 

Hawthorne  
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It Pays to Be Irish 
There was a rather ordinary traffic accident where 
one car had stopped for a red light and another car 
had bumped into to it from behind. The first car was 
being driven by a minister and the second by a priest. 
A policeman named O’Malley came to the scene of 
the accident to determine who was at fault. After  
recognizing the status of the two men involved he 
said, “How fast would you say he was going when he 
backed into you, Father?”  

Watch Your Step! 
Three old maids die and arrive in heaven at the same 
time. When they get there, St. Peter says, “We only 
have one rule here in heaven: don't step on the 
ducks!” So they enter heaven, and sure enough, there 
are ducks all over the place. It is almost impossible 
not to step on a duck, and although they try their 
best to avoid them, the first woman accidentally steps 
on one. Along comes St. Peter with the ugliest man 
she ever saw. St. Peter chains them together and says, 
“Your punishment for stepping on a duck is to spend 

eternity chained to this ugly man!” The next day, 
the second woman accidentally steps on a duck 
and along comes St. Peter, who doesn't miss a 
thing. With him is another extremely ugly man. He 
chains them together with the same admonishment 
as for the first woman. The third woman has  
observed all this and, not wanting to be chained 
for all eternity to an ugly man, is very, very careful 
where she steps. She manages to go months  
without stepping on any ducks, then one day St. 
Peter comes up to her with the most handsome 
man she has ever laid eyes on ... very tall, dark hair, 

and muscular. St. Peter chains them together without 
saying a word and walks away. The happy woman 
says, “I wonder what I did to deserve being chained 
to you for all of eternity?” The guy says, “I don't 
know about you, but I stepped on a duck!”  

In the Beginning 
A minister who always read his sermons placed his 
text on the pulpit about half an hour before the  
service. One Sunday a young member of his  
congregation surreptitiously removed the last page of 
the manuscript. Preaching vigorously, the minister 
came to the words, “So Adam said to Eve...” Turning 
the page, he was horrified to discover the final page 
was missing. As he riffled through the other pages, he 
gained a little time by repeating, “So Adam said to 
Eve...” Then in a low voice, but one that the  
amplifying system carried to every part of the church, 
he added, “... there seems to be a leaf missing.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just for Fun 
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