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Something to think about …  

Coping with the pandemic has been difficult and exhausting, and I am sure that all of us are  
feeling that those challenges have become even greater as the holidays approach.  Families are 
trying to decide how to house out-of-towners in ways that will keep everyone safely socially  
distanced or are facing diminished celebrations with fewer people gathered around the holiday 
table.  Our local churches have already agreed that we will not hold a community Christmas Eve 

service this year but will instead hold individual worship services for our own congregations.  (UUC will be  
holding a Fusion Church Christmas Eve service but I am still trying to figure out exactly what that will look like!)  
There will be no boisterous singing of Christmas carols this year, no dishes-to-pass or office parties, and on  
November 22nd, Harvest Sunday, there will be no children in church to help me recite an annual Alphabet 
Thanksgiving list.  Dexter, who has been the kids’ stand-in this fall, has proved that he can stay on command, lie 
down, and jump over a broomstick, but I have not yet succeeded in teaching him the alphabet.   
 
In spite of the challenges of these days, however, I do remain thankful for many things and this year, I am also 
thankful for some things that I never imagined I would ever include in my list of gratitudes.  In lieu of my annual 
Alphabet Thanksgiving with the kids, then, here is my personal list of the things for which I give thanks this year.  
 

                                                I am thankful for: 

 
the Adaptability of our congregation and our boards as we have come up with new ways of serving Christ and 

being a church. 
 

Broadband in the sanctuary so I don’t have to do worship from my car 
 

Christ who remains with us even when everything else has shut down 
 

Dexter’s goofy grace who brings such joy to our worship 
 

Extension cables that allow us to connect cameras, stereos, and projectors for Fusion Church 
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the Forum where people in the congregation have shared prayer concerns, thoughts, poems, and helpful  
information with one another 
 

Google.  In spite of anti-trust cases against it, I have to admit it has been a lifeline for me as I have tried to 
figure out things like, “What kind of cable do you need to connect…..?” 
 

Hosts in Fusion church: Bob Heineman and Barb Willis, who have made sure people are masked and signing 
the Contact sheets in the sanctuary, Catherine Chambers who has stayed for virtual Coffee Hour to make 
sure people know how to work Zoom, and other people I may not have been aware of who have helped 
members of the congregation navigate this new way of worship 
 

Inside peek at your kitchens, living rooms, and places from which you are all Zooming 
 

Jojo and Ramin getting married!   
 

Kill Switch: my $20 little box which enables me to kill that dratted echo during worship with the push of a 
button 
 

Laughter and love which has remained in spite of pandemics, fires, politics, and protests 
 

Masks.  I am especially thankful that our congregation hasn’t argued about the need to wear them so that we 
can worship together without worry 
 

Nature, which has been for me a source of beauty and calm in tough times 
 

O and P — Organist and Pianist.  The music provided every Sunday by Laurel and Peter is a tremendous 
blessing 
 

Quadruple chocolate cake because….do I really need to explain that? 
 

Remind, the app that lets me send the bulletin for church by text and schedule it ahead of time so I don’t 
have to try to remember to do it on Sunday morning 
 

Secretary: Lana’s ability to keep the church office rolling is a godsend to us all 
 

Tech task force who helped us transition to Fusion Church, and especially John Buckwalter and his 
understudies Lyle Slack and Mindy Smith who make sure Zoomers can see more than just my face. 
 

Union University Church — you people are great. 
 

Virtual Bluegrass Band and Vern Burdick’s contributions to the postlude 
 

Walks that keep me sane 
 

Xerography which is the process for copying graphic matter by the action of light on an electrically charged 
photoconductive insulating surface in which the latent image is developed with a resinous powder without 
which we could not make copies of the bulletin.  (You try to find an x word!) 
 

Youth reading scripture. What fun it has been having our youth participate every week by reading the scripture 
before Dexter Time.  They have done such a wonderful job. 
 



3 

And finally, the obvious Z gratitude without which this pandemic would have been even more isolating than it is:  
Zoom!  It may have its problems but where would we be without it? 
 

This is my list of gratitudes this year.  Email me with yours, (especially your Q’s and X’s!) and I hope that in spite 
of the challenges of 2020, you manage to have a great and grateful Thanksgiving.   
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November Mission of the Month  

Allegany Cattaraugus  

Chautaqua Fund for Women 

The UUC Board of Elders has selected the Allegany- 
Cattaraugus-Chautauqua Fund for Women (ACC 
FFW) as Mission of the Month for November. The 
fund was established “as a resource that will 
provide financial assistance and open doors for 
women who seek continued betterment.” Thanks to 
the generosity of donors, through fundraising and 
direct donations, 9 grants were awarded in 2019. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Allegany-Cattaraugus-Chautauqua Fund for 

Women will launch our annual holiday plant sale this 

Sunday, November 1st.  The sale will run through 

November 11th, with plants expected in Alfred on 

Thursday, December 3rd.  Online orders are  

appreciated (www.accffw.org).  An online order link 

will be posted in the UUC forum Sunday.   

Alternatively, you may place an order through any 

ACC FFW member (Tricia Debertolis, Laurie  

DeMott, Melissa Jusianiec, Jan Porter).  New this 

year is an option to order plants to be donated to a 

local care facility.  Available for $12 are:  red / 

white / pink poinsettia, cyclamen, Christmas  

cactus.  As always, we appreciate your support!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Boxes 
Here we are...leaves are falling with blustery winds 
and the holidays are quickly approaching.  Though it 
is an unusual year across the board, one thing  
remains, there are families in need in our  
communities.  And as a congregation, we have  
decided to continue our outreach through our annual 
Christmas Box program.  There are several ways to 
support the program:   
 
1) adopt a family for whom you will purchase gifts 

and food (boxes can be shared between UUC  
families),  

 
2) donate money toward the purchase of turkeys that 
will be included in the boxes (please specify 
“Christmas Boxes” in the memo line of checks), or  
 
3) donate cookies for boxes (this year we are  
requesting store-bought Christmas cookies only). 
 
If you wish to adopt a family, please email  
Melissa Jusianiec (mjjusianiec@gmail.com) at 
your earliest convenience.  Any other questions, 
feel free to reach out to Melissa or any member of 
the diaconate.  Thank you all for helping to bring a 
little more cheer to families this year! 
 

 

 

Church News & Events 

http://www.accffw.org
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A Thank You 
“I would like to thank the people that sent money to 

Stearns Poultry during the special collection time. It 

was appreciated!  

“I would also like to thank the people that have been 
my customers for many years and the people that 
have just started stopping in to support Stearns  
Poultry. It has certainly been a different summer, and 
I would like to thank people for being patient as they 
wait their turn to get into the store.” 
                                                                Jud Stearns 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mindy Smith, Catherine Chambers, Ding Jiaxi &  
family, Michelle Garcia Escobar, Clayton Stutzman, 
Hugh Langelier, Lois Stiles, Sharon & Roger Smith, 
Wes Bentz, Beverly Snyder’s sister (Barbara), 3 yr. old 
Lowin, Jim Rausch, hurricane & wildfire victims, 
Marnie Johnson (Joan Schulze’s niece), Sharon  
Burdick, families and friends of the Buckwalters, 
Jusianiecs, and Watsons who are suffering from  
Covid-19, Alice Heineman & family on the death of 
her brother Emil Sandstrom, Eliza Ordway 
(gallbladder surgery). 

 

 

 

 

O God 

O God, we thank you for this earth, our 

home; 

For the wide sky and the blessed sun, 

For the salt sea and the running water, 

For the everlasting hills 

And the never-resting winds, 

For trees and the common grass  

underfoot. 

We thank you for our senses 

By which we hear the songs of  birds, 

And see the splendor of  the summer 

fields, 

And taste of  the autumn fruits, 

And rejoice in the feel of  the snow, 

And smell the breath of  the spring. 

Grant us a heart wide open to all this 

beauty; 

And save our souls from being so blind 

That we pass unseeing 

When even the common thornbush 

Is aflame with your glory, 

O God our creator, 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

– Walter Rauschenbusch 
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Pumpkin Carving 
The Fellowship Board has come up with activities 
that the congregation can participate in while being 
apart and socially distanced. The first was to carve a 
pumpkin for display during worship on October 25 
and for a pumpkin toss on November 1.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to set your clocks 

back on Saturday night,  

October 31 
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Marah Watson & Adam Salyer 
September 5, 2020 

Allie Henry & Travis Enser 
October 10, 2020 

Ramin Faraji &Joyce (Jo Jo) Miyake 
October 16, 2020 

 
 
 

 

People 

May the road rise to meet  you.                 

May the wind be always  

                           at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon  

                             your face, 

The rain fall soft upon  

                              your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you  

                in the palm  

                        of his hand. 

A Blessing 
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November 15, 2020  

following worship 

The Semiannual meeting will take place  
in the sanctuary and via Zoom. 

Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and  

notify the Church Office.  If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the 

Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month. 

Date Lay Leader Flowers 

Nov. 1 Jen Smith (EOM)-

Zoom 

Communion 

Nov. 8 M. Hluchy-Zoom Casey 

Nov. 15 D. Stephens-Zoom Cartledge 

Nov. 22 (Harvest 

Sunday) 

L. Meissner-in  

person 

Meissner 

Nov. 29 Advent 1 R. Stephens-Zoom Advent wreath 

Dec. 6 Advent 2 E. Ordway (EOM)-

Zoom 

Advent wreath 

Dec. 13 Advent 3 L. Casey-Zoom Advent wreath 

Dec. 20 Advent 4 

Christmas Sunday 

M. Cartledge-in  

person 

Meissner 

Dec. 27 TBD Meissner 

November Board Members of the Month  

Deacon….....................................................Karrie Edwards (karrielovesdogs@gmail.com; 607-382-6981) 

Elder.......................................................................Jen Smith (smith08family@hotmail.com; 607.661.0320) 

BOCE………………………….......................................... 

Fellowship…………...............................................Tricia Debertolis (debertpa@alfred.edu; 607.382.7996) 

Trustee…………………..............................Denise Grandusky (dgrandusky@hotmail.com;585.596.5149) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 
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ACC FFW 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 10:30  

Worship—All 

Saint’s Day, 

Communion; 

Pumpkin toss 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

810:30  

Worship 
9 10 11 12 13 14 

1510:30  

Worship; 

Semi annual 

mtg 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

2210:30  

Worship; 

Harvest  

Sunday 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

2910:30  

Worship 
30      

 
Wind has shaken autumn down, left it sprawling on the ground, 

shawling all in gold below, waiting for the hush of  snow. 
~  Tony Johnston 
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  Just for Fun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Out 
An angel was feeling rather blue with the uniform 
sameness of heaven and went to see St. Peter. “All I 
do,” the angel said, “is play the harp endlessly, and 
I’m getting bored.” 

St. Peter asked, “What would you rather do?” 

The angel answered, “I like to dance.” 

“We don’t allow dancing here in heaven,” St. Peter 
said, “but I can see you need a change so I will allow 
you to take advantage of a once-in-an-eternal-lifetime 
offer. I will allow you 24 hours leave to return to 
earth and dance.” 

“I’m gone,” the angel said and in a trice the angel was 
in California and quickly found a dance hall run by 
Samuel Frank. Checking the harp and wings, the angel 
boogied and danced and had a great time until just 
seconds remained of the leave. 

The angel grabbed up the wings and immediately was 
in heaven again. Returning to St. Peter, the angel said, 
“I’m back and I am so happy. I’ll never feel bored 
again.” 

St. Peter said, “That’s wonderful, but where is your 
musical instrument?” “Oh, no,” the angel said, “I left 
my harp in Sam Frank’s Disco.” 

Get It? 
A pastor who was badly overworked went to the local 
medical center and was able to have a clone made. 
The clone was like the pastor in every respect-except 
the clone used extraordinarily foul language. 
The cloned pastor was exceptionally gifted in so many 
other areas of pastoral work, but finally the  
complaints about the dirty language were too much. 

The pastor was not too sure how to get rid of the 
clone so that it didn’t look like murder. The best 
thing, it seemed, was to make the clone’s death look 
like an accident. So the pastor lured the clone onto a 
bridge in the middle of the night and pushed the 
clone off the bridge. 

Unfortunately there was a police officer who  
happened by at that very moment and arrested the 
pastor for making an obscene clone fall. 
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