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Something to think about …
The comedian George Carlin once said, “Have you ever noticed that anybody driving slower
than you is an idiot, and anyone going faster than you is a maniac?” He succinctly described our
tendency to believe that our particular world view is the only legitimate and reasonable world
view to hold. We might give lip service to accepting that our opinion is not the only valid
opinion, but in our heart of hearts, we believe that those who don’t share our opinions are a little
dumber than we are, or aren’t as clear-headed, or are in denial, or are not as compassionate, or moral, or rational.
This should not really surprise us because we form our opinions based on our values and what is important to us,
so if we form an opinion based on a value or characteristic that we cherish and believe we possess (for example,
empathy for others, the ability to understand statistical probabilities, or courage,) then how could we honestly
believe that someone who holds a differing opinion possesses that same value in equal proportion to ours?
Instead, we think to ourselves, “If that person had as much compassion as I do, certainly they would have come
to the same conclusion as I have;” or “If they were as able as I am to weigh the risk to benefit ratio of a behavior,
certainly they would come to the same conclusion as I have;” or “If they were as …… as I am…” fill in the
blank. In other words, anybody driving slower than I am must be an idiot, and anyone going faster than I am is a
maniac.
The pandemic has accentuated this dogmatic thinking. We are now constantly making judgments of one
another’s character based on the kinds of precautions each person deems is necessary to take to deal with the
virus. We have, of course, seen this most starkly in the divisive issue of mask wearing but it appears as well in all
of the choices we are making as we weigh risks of Covid-19. Families are choosing whether their children will do
their schooling remotely or not. Couples have to decide whether it is safe to accept an invitation to an outdoor
barbecue. Do you wear gloves when pumping gas? Do you wash the packaging of your groceries? Do you wear
a mask when running? When we encounter a person who has made a different choice from our own about what
is safe and what isn’t safe, it’s hard for us not to cast those differences as moral judgments: people who are more
cautious about Covid-19 than we are are “paranoid and irrational” and people who are less cautious are “foolish
and short-sighted.” As we walk around in the pandemic landscape, we are silently marking others as idiots or
maniacs, unless of course, they are behaving just as we are in which case they are most worthy of our respect.
I am bringing up this propensity to attach character judgments to those whose opinions we don’t share because it
could become a dangerous trait as we as a church try to make decisions about how and when to resume our
activities. Back in mid-March, when New York State shut down due to the pandemic, switching the church over

to Zoom felt like a monumental challenge but we managed to meet that challenge, and with a lot of work, also
remained cohesive as a congregation. Not only did members help one another to learn new technology so that
they could remain connected but people reached out to those who couldn’t Zoom or weren’t interested in
Zooming to make sure that they continued to feel a part of the congregation. Creativity, compassion for one
another, and patience with each other abounded because we knew that our personal opinions about the risk of
Covid-19 didn’t really matter: our only choice was to sink or swim together. Now that the state has lifted some of
those restrictions, and churches are free to gather again, congregations are facing new decisions — what
precautions do we take, what level of activity will we allow, how much of worship will be geared toward those
who want to Zoom and how much toward those in the pews? Now the decisions that we previously could place
in the hands of the state (or blame on the state) are decisions we have to make as a congregation, and suddenly
our personal opinions about the risk of Covid-19 do come into play. Some of you feel safe returning to the
sanctuary and some do not; some think it’s perfectly fine to pass communion plates or have coffee, while others
won’t share the chalice until there’s vaccine. Whose opinions get to carry the day? Can we say, “To each their
own” and still function as one body of Christ? Churches across the country are reporting that re-opening is much
more stressful than closing ever was because congregations and pastors are embroiled in arguments about what
should and shouldn’t be allowed in worship, and as they try to make those decisions, their differences of opinion
spill over into accusations (silent or spoken) about the character of their fellow congregants.
“Anybody more cautious than I am must be an idiot, and anyone less cautious than I am is a maniac.”
As you read this, I am sure some of you will be thinking, “What happened to set Laurie off?” Let me assure you
that this is proactive, not reactive. Over the past few months, I have been reading about the experiences of lots of
churches as they re-open, many of which have been fragmented by the arguing and the in-fighting among church
members. Factions have formed and some churches are struggling to survive the transition. Some smaller
churches have already closed their doors permanently.
I am proud that our church not only survived the transition to Zoom church but in many ways thrived and I hope
that that same support of one another will continue as we enter yet another phase of the pandemic. This fall will
be a crucial test of our claim to be an inclusive and welcoming congregation, although this time, our welcome will
need to be extended not across racial lines or to those of differing sexual
orientation or gender identification but to those whose opinions on the risk
of Covid-19 are different from our own. For the immediate future, we will
be following the guidelines of the CDC and the recommendations of
denominational offices (primarily the American Baptist Churches of New
York) to ensure that no one person’s opinion (even mine) is forced upon
the rest of the congregation, but those guidelines will not spell out every
decision we will face. As we move forward, I hope that you will not cast
moral aspersions, even silently, upon those who are inclined to take more
risks than you or who will accept fewer risks than you but that you will
instead extend compassion and understanding toward each other.
As we move into these uncharted waters, may our motto be, “Anybody
more cautious than I am is not an idiot, and anyone less cautious than I am is
not a maniac.” We are just different. Let us, however, even in our
differences, commit ourselves to do what is necessary, to find the patience
and forbearing that is required, to remain one body in Christ.
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Church News & Events
Mission of the
Month

Sanctuary Painting, Etc.
Work on the interior of the Church building
continued this summer with fresh paint on all
window moldings and shining of all
memorial brass window plaques.

Habitat for Humanity, an international organization,
was founded in 1976 by Millard & Linda Fuller. “The
concept that grew into Habitat for Humanity
International was born at Koinonia Farm, a small,
interracial, Christian community outside of Americus,
Georgia. Koinonia Farm was founded in 1942 by
farmer and biblical scholar Clarence Jordan.” (Habitat
for Humanity website)

John & Laurel
Buckwalter, Walt
Schulze, and
Lana Meissner completed
the project which took
longer than anticipated.

The Fullers visited Koinonia in 1965 and, together
with Jordan, developed the concept of “partnership
housing.” “The concept centered on those in need of
adequate shelter working side by side with volunteers
to build simple, decent houses.”
The Union University Church has supported our
local Genesee Valley Habitat for Humanity affiliate
for more that 20 years through our benevolence
giving. Many of our church members have
participated in Habitat projects as well as serving in
leadership roles.

Specially designated envelopes will be available for
donations to Genesee Valley Habitat for Humanity
during the month of September. All checks for
Missions of the Month should be made out to the
Union University Church with the name of the
mission on the Memo line of the check.
New candle flame style LED light bulbs were
installed in all the sanctuary chandeliers, providing for
more light and less maintenance.

Exterior Work Begins
On Thursday, September 3, the front columns on the
Church building are being power washed in
preparation for painting. Painting will begin on
Friday. Volunteers are needed to assist. Any and all
assistance will be greatly appreciated.
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Church News & Events, cont.

Resumes

Wednesday
September 9
via Zoom

Sunday School: The Board of Christian
Education has been discussing options for Sunday
School and has decided to postpone Sunday School
programming until October at the earliest.

On September 9 the UUC Book Group will discuss
the last chapters of “7 Women and the Secret of
Their Greatness.” The Zoom link remains the same.

Bible Stories: Rev. DeMott will resume podcast
production of Bible stories for kids (and kids at heart)
on Sunday, September 13.

Dexter Time Begins Sept 6: Due to COVID19, we have not
been able to have
Children’s Time in
worship and many
have expressed how
much they miss it.
Due to the
logistical challenges
of having a
children’s time that
satisfies the needs
of both children
worshiping
in-person and those
joining by Zoom, I have decided to use a stand-in for
our kids. Beginning in September, my dog Dexter will
be attending worship and I will invite him to share a
“Dexter Time” with me in which he and I will
discuss/demonstrate gospel principles for the kids.

This Sunday, September 6,
you are invited to join us
for
Holy Communion.
Please bring your own
“bread and a beverage”
to worship.
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People
Groundskeepers: Laurel & John Buckwalter, Lana
Meissner, Jenella Bellows, and Jerry Jusianiec.
Walt Schulze: for replacing the lighting fixture in the
Church Center women’s bathroom.
Sanctuary Paint Crew: Laurel & John Buckwalter,
Walt Schulze, Lana Meissner.
The Smith family: Many thanks to the Smith family
who did a fantastic job
painting the walls and
ceiling grid and replacing
the ceiling tiles in the
ladies bathroom in the
church center as a family
service project. Nolan,
shown here, was chief
painter, according to his
mother Jen. Your
contributions are very
much appreciated.

From:
Sophie Luo: My dear UUC family, As my deep
gratitude to all of you for the love and support you and your
family, your friends gave to me, to my family, I wrote an article
and published it in Chinachange.org, hope you enjoy reading it
and distribute it as you like.
https://chinachange.org/2020/09/01/ding-jiaxi-andalfred/
Much love to all, Sophie
Lyle & Beth Slack: Our son, Bryan, summited Mt.
Katahdin. This was on his bucket list and he began about 7
years ago, hiking 3-4 weeks each summer. Thanks to all who
prayed for him along the way! Beth and Lyle Slack

We Pray For
Mindy Smith, Catherine Chambers, Ding Jiaxi &
family, Michelle Garcia Escobar, Clayton Stutzman,
Hugh Langelier, Lois Stiles, Sharon & Roger Smith,
Wes Bentz, Beverly Snyder’s sister (Barbara), 3 yr. old
Lowin, Jim Rausch, Joan Nye & family on the death
of Pete, victims of hurricane Laura, Marnie Johnson
(Joan Schulze’s niece), Beverly Snyder’s sister.

Allegany-Cattaraugus-Chautauqua Fund for
Women for our gift of $420.
Amnesty Leadership Group for our gift of $690.
Hart House for our gift of $620.
Jan and Dave Porter write: Union University Church’s
support of Hart House has made our care of residents and families a continuing service since our very beginnings. We are
blessed and sustained by the church’s involvement. We are
grateful for this years benevolence donation of $620 from April
to August. We were able to do major repairs and purchases
and support our staff. Now, we are open again, giving comfort
and solace for a resident and his family. We are managing this
care as safely as possible for all involved. With many thanks
and great hope. Jan & Dave

God of wisdom and love, help all who are
struggling with difficult circumstances find
direction and strength to face their challenges.
Give us all the assurance that underneath us are
your everlasting arms, which will sustain us
through everything we face day and night.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

To:
All those who assisted while Rev. DeMott was on
vacation: John Buckwalter, Larry Casey, Jen Smith,
and guest preacher, Sarah Jacoby Murphy.
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September Board Members of the Month
Deacon….....................................................................Jan Casey (jancasey1834@gmail.com; 607.382.2773)
Elder.......................................................................Deb Stephens (farmingrl27@yahoo.com; 617-304-9332)
BOCE…………………………......................…...... TBD
Fellowship………….................................................TBD
Trustee………………………….................................Linell Soule (lasoule@frontiernet.net;(670.276.5832)

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and
notify the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the
Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month.

Date

Lay Leader

Flowers

Sept 6

Vern Burdick

Jenella Bellows

Sept 13

Dave Porter

Sharon Burdick

Sept 20

Tiersa Watson
(Zoom)

Linell Soule

Sept 27

Lana Meissner

Jen & Mary Smith

Oct 4

Michele Hluchy
(Zoom)

TBD

Oct 11

Mary Lou Cartledge TBD

Oct 18

Larry Casey (Zoom) Joan Schulze

Oct 25

Dave Porter

TBD
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Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough to look backward and be thankful;
courage enough to look forward and be hopeful; faith enough to look upward and be humble;
kindness enough to look outward and be helpful. Amen.
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Just for Fun
days, it was all they could talk about.
Eventually, the world tour continued and several
stops later the group visited the Chief Rabbi of Israel.
As the group entered the Rabbi's office, they saw a
familiar golden telephone on the desk. “Aha,” said
the Pope, “I see you too have a direct line to God?”
“Oh yes,” said the Rabbi, “after visiting you and
finding out such a thing was possible, I had one
installed immediately.”
“This is most provident.” said the Pope, thoughtfully.
“I have been bothered by a troubling matter during
my absence from Rome, and not being able to
consult with God on the topic has worried me
greatly. Would you mind if I used your phone for a
brief consultation?” “Absolutely not, be my guest”
said the Rabbi, waving towards the phone. The Pope
nodded his thanks, sat at the desk and picked up the
phone. “Hello, God? Ah, wonderful. I have a
question…” and as he spoke, the rest of the group
chatted among themselves.

Hello, God?
In an effort to combat religious bigotry, the leaders
of the world's largest religions decided to show
solidarity by organizing a world tour, where they
would all visit each other in their respective seats of
power.
The first stop on the tour was the Vatican where the
Pope welcomed the group with a guided tour of the
city. When they got to his personal office he waved a
hand towards his desk, where different colored
telephones sat in a row. “This is where I advise the
leaders of the world” he said. “For example, if I pick
up the red telephone, I am immediately connected to
the President of Russia. If I pick up the blue
telephone, I am immediately connected to the
President of the United States. But this is my most
treasured connection” he said, pointing to the last
telephone which appeared to be made from solid
gold. “If I pick up this telephone, I am connected
directly to God.”

When the Pope finally hung up nearly an hour later,
he looked at the clock on the desk and paled. “Oh
no, that took far longer than I expected. I cannot
possibly impose on you like that, you have to let me
reimburse you for the cost of the call.” The Rabbi
waved him away. “Don't worry about it, it only cost
me a couple of dollars.” The Pope gasped, “How can
this be? How did you get such a low price?”
The Rabbi shrugged, “We're in Israel. From here, it's
a local call.”

There was an excited murmuring from the group as
they all looked suitably awestruck. The Pope, looking
very smug, picked up the golden handset and after a
moment spoke into the mouthpiece. “Hello God?
Do you have a moment to speak with your greatest
believers?” he asked. He listened for a moment,
nodded, then held the handset out to the group. “If
any of you wish to speak with God himself, please
feel free to take turns. I would ask you, however, to
keep the conversation very brief - this direct
connection costs over a million dollars per minute to
connect.”
The group immediately rushed to the phone and one
by one they spoke to God for a few moments, each
passing the phone to the next leader with a look of
serene bliss on their faces. For the next couple of
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