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Something to think about …  

In September, the church Book Group will begin reading Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leav-
ing, and Finding the Church, by Rachel Held Evans.  Evans grew up in the Bible belt and was 
very active in her church as a young person but as she became an adult, she found that the faith 
her church was teaching was too restrictive with no room for doubt or diverse thinking.  Feeling 
uncomfortable with the gap between the church's teachings and her spiritual questions, she left 

the church for a while but eventually, she said, she found her way back, albeit to a different sort of Christianity.  
In her book she discusses that exploration in her life and what she believes the "millennial generation" needs in 
the church today.  
 In addition to Searching for Sunday, Evans maintains a blog in which she addresses questions of faith and 
worship.  In one article, she suggested that while a person can be spiritual on their own, the church provides a 
place where people can learn the skills needed to live a life of discipleship and compassion.  My initial reaction 
when I read her comment was complete agreement.  I have often said that being nice is not the same as being 
compassionate; the first may come naturally to the human heart while the second takes work.  In fact, "niceness" 
is all around us -- a majority of Americans give to charity, help strangers in need, respond generously in a crisis, 
and practice neighborliness toward others in their community.  The shootings, cruelty, bullying, cheating, and ly-
ing that we see on the news are news because, fortunately, they are still the exception to the norm.  Nevertheless, 
the compassion that Christ calls us to is of a different sort than ordinary neighborliness.  It includes loving our 
enemy, doing good when we don't feel like it, working for justice while still being people of peace, practicing em-
pathy for those different from ourselves, and sacrificial giving.  Such a depth of compassion requires constant 
work and thought.  It comes not just from the impulse of the heart but also from the consideration of the head as 
we reason out what others need and how best to meet that need.  It comes not just from the emotion of the mo-
ment but from a discipline of the spirit which enables us to show love toward others regardless of how we feel 
about the recipient of our compassion.  To be able to live the compassionate life to which we are called by Christ, 
then, I believe: 
 1.  We need the support of other faithful people so that our efforts are multiplied by the efforts of many 
 2.  We need the weekly reminder of our commitment to discipleship in the worship of the church so that 
we will regularly be strengthened and renewed for the task 
 3.  We need the church to teach us the skills necessary for acting compassionately toward others so that 
our love will have greater effectiveness and impact on the lives of those we wish to help. 
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 As I reflected on this longer, I realized that though I agree with Evans that the church is the place 
where we equip one another to live out Christ's call to compassion, I began to wonder how well the church is 
actually doing at this task.  I can't speak for all churches, but I came to the conclusion that our church is doing 
pretty well on the first two fronts, but could certainly improve on the third.  In other words, we have: 
 
 1.  A strong and supportive community that knows how to organize our members when needs arise.  
We have innumerable people volunteering their time not only in the church but in organizations outside the 
church that bring help, comfort, and relief to those in need.  We send cards in times of grief, bring meals in 
times of sickness, put together Christmas baskets for impoverished families, and give to a different benevo-
lence every month.  
 2.  In worship, and Sunday School, adult studies, and our Board meetings, we remind each other regu-
larly of the importance of Christ's call to compassion.  We renew our spirits with music, pray for strength and 
courage, and we encourage one another in this work. 
 
 Where I believe we could do better, however, is in equipping one another with some real skills so that 
our compassion is tailored to the needs of others and is not just a random expression of kindness that may or 
may not hit its mark.   
 How often have you heard a fellow church member say (or said yourself), "I want to send a card to this 
person who is suffering, but I have no idea what to write."   
 What is the best way to express our caring toward someone who has lost a loved one?  
 Out of the many great causes, how do you decide what cause to give to and devote your efforts to?   
 When do you butt into someone's private life because of your concern for their well-being, and when 
do you remain silent? 
 How do you pray with another person? 
  
 Too often, the church (and now I am talking about all churches, not just ours) has been like a math 
professor saying to the students, "Math is really important!  Adding and subtracting is life-changing!  I call up-
on you all to add and subtract to the best of your abilities!  Class dismissed."  The math professor can preach 
to the students all day about the importance of math but at some point, the professor has to show those stu-
dents how to add 2+2. 
 
 This is all a long introduction to a column I will be presenting in this newsletter this fall on "Effective 
Compassion."  Each month, I will discuss a topic (such as those listed above), provide some practical instruc-
tion garnered from various knowledgeable sources, and give a suggested exercise that you can do to develop 
your compassionate skills.  The "course" will be simple and straightforward designed to be done at your con-
venience with no attendance requirements and no exams, but my hope is that it will also be something that 
many of you will work through, sharing your thoughts, questions, and experiences with me and one another 
throughout the fall.   
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Mission of the 

Month  

 
Habitat for Humanity, an international organization, 
was founded in 1976 by Millard & Linda Fuller. “The 
concept that grew into Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national was born at Koinonia Farm, a small, interra-
cial, Christian community outside of Americus, 
Georgia.  Koinonia Farm was founded in 1942 by 
farmer and biblical scholar Clarence Jordan.” (Habitat 
for Humanity website) 
 
The Fullers visited Koinonia in 1965 and, together 

with Jordan, developed the concept of “partnership 

housing.” “The concept centered on those in need of 

adequate shelter working side by side with volunteers 

to build simple, decent houses.” 

The Union University Church has supported our lo-

cal Genesee Valley Habitat for Humanity affiliate for 

more that 20 years through our benevolence budget.  

Stu Smith was instrumental in starting our local or-

ganization and he served as a volunteer and board 

member for many years. Other participants have in-

cluded Rob Riber, John Buckwalter, Joe Dosch, and 

Bob Rees. 

Specially designated envelopes will be available for 

donations to Genesee Valley Habitat for Humanity  

during the month of September.  Look for them in 

the sanctuary as well as the foyer of the Church Cen-

ter. 

All checks for Missions of the Month should be 

made out to the Union University Church with 

the name of the mission on the Memo line of the 

check. 

Sunday School Teachers  

Needed 
The Board of Christian Education is still looking to 
fill a few Sunday school volunteer teacher slots for 
the fall.  We will again have 3 age groups - early ele-
mentary, later elementary/junior high, and high 
school.  Please call or email Melissa Jusianiec if you 

are interested - mjjusianiec@hotmail.com or 
607.587.8274.  If you are unavailable to teach this 
fall, but would like to commit to a winter/spring 
spot, it's never too early to secure your spot!   

For every lesson you’ve prepared 
the love of  God has been 

shared. 

Trash Day Lunch  
It has been suggested by one of our Trash Day lunch 
participants that it might be time to  put the gather-
ing on hiatus for the time being.  Travel schedules 
and other events have made it difficult  for people to 
meet. Those who have enjoyed getting together may 
wish to discuss this or find an alternative, but for the 
moment the group will no longer meet. 

Book Group Resumes  
Wednesday book group resumes on 
September 9 at 12 noon. Discus-
sion will center around Searching 
for Sunday:  Loving, Leaving, and 
Finding the Church by New York 
Times bestselling author Rachel Held 
Evans.  

From Google Books: “Like millions 

of her millennial peers, Rachel Held 

Evans didn’t want to go to church 

anymore. The hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan 

building budgets, the scandals—church culture 

seemed so far removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her 

cynicism and misgivings, something kept drawing her 

back to Church. And so she set out on a journey to 

understand Church and to find her place in it. 

“Centered around seven sacraments, Evans’ quest 

takes readers through a liturgical year with stories 

about baptism, communion, confirmation, confes-

sion, marriage, vocation, and death that are funny, 

heartbreaking, and sharply honest. 

“A memoir about making do and taking risks, about 
the messiness of community and the power of 
grace, Searching for Sunday is about overcoming cyni-
cism to find hope and, somewhere in between, 
Church.” 

Church News & Events 

mailto:mjjusianiec@hotmail.com
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Volunteers Needed  
The Board of Elders has 
agreed to continue supporting 
the Wellsville Community 
Kitchen again this year.  Spe-
cific dates are yet to be deter-
mined but October is the first 
month for which volunteers 

will be needed. 

Contact Lyle Slack (slacklbv@aol.com) if you are 
able to assist at the Wellsville Community Kitch-
en. 

    

 Rally Day - Sept. 13 
The designation of a Rally Day, often the first Sunday 
after Labor Day, has been used by churches since the 
early 1900’s to kick-off the new church year.  Last 
year’s Agape meal was so well received that we will 
use that format once again, inaugurating the program 
year with hymns, prayers, scripture, and communion  
while sharing brunch together. 

Volunteers are needed to provide  

 Breakfast casseroles 

 Muffins 

 Fruit 

Please contact Dan Napolitano  

napolitano@alfred.edu  if you can help out. 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group begins on Sunday, September 13 
following the Rally Day service. All youth in grades 8 
through 12 are invited to participate. 
Youth Too begins on September 20th for grades 5-7. 

Two New Bible Studies  

Scheduled 
Rev. DeMott will lead two adult Bible studies this 
year, one in the fall and one in the spring. The six 
week long fall study, “Interpreting the Bible,” will be 
held on Thursdays from 4:30 - 5:30 pm, from Octo-
ber 15 through  November 19th. 
 
Description:  Throughout history, the church has 
used many interpretative approaches to understand-
ing the Bible (allegorical, theological, historical-
critical, literal etc.)  In this study, we will learn about 
the history of interpretation and conclude with a dis-
cussion about what method of interpretation is most 
meaningful and helpful for us in our own lives today. 
 
The six week spring study, "Religion and Nature," 
will be held on Thursdays, 4:30 - 5:30 pm from  
February 11-March 17. 
 
Description:  A survey of the way in which religions 
have viewed nature and how those attitudes have af-
fected our treatment of the environment.  Included 
religions will be Native American Lifeways, Bud-
dhism, Daoism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
 

Church Gardens  
It has been a tough summer for the 
UUC gardens in spite of the valiant 
efforts of Sharon Smith, Debbie Ste-
phens, Laurel Buckwalter and Lana 
Meissner. Downpours just after 
planting followed by high tempera-
tures and lack of rain, put undue 
stress on many of the new trans-
plants.  In spite of our regular watering and care,  
some of the shrubs have died. Fortunately, the plants 
are guaranteed and will be replaced. 

The deer have enjoyed the gladiolas, rudbeckia and  
other plants along the King David Room extension 
and our hope is to replace them with other more deer 
resistant flowers next year.  It is a work in progress 
and we hope it will look better and better as time 
passes. 
 

Church News & Events cont. 
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Community Service Day 
Under the direction of Trustee Dave Porter, Alfred 
State College students spent several hours washing 
windows at the Church Center on Tuesday, August 
25.  Thanks goes to Dave and the college crew for 
getting this job done. 

Chinese Moon Festival Dinner 
On September 26 the Confucius Institute at Alfred 
University will host a dinner in the King David Room 
as part of their Moon Festival Celebration. The dinner 
is free and Daisy Wu would like to welcome members 
of the Union University Church to participate. This is 
what she says: 
 

Every year, Confucius Institute at Al-
fred University (CIAU) hosts the Chi-
nese New Year Celebration (in the 
spring) and the Moon Festival Celebra-
tion (in the fall). In the traditional Chi-
nese festivals, we want to share Chinese 
culture and the happy mood with our 
students, faculty and our community 
members. 

Our celebration includes Chinese cultural activities and delicious 
Chinese food dinner, and the celebrations are always free admis-
sion. 

Schedule of Events  

Dinner: Union University Church Center, 5:30 - 
7:00pm Free dinner tickets available from CIAU of-
fice (Olin Building 211) or email to ciau@alfred.edu 
to reserve tickets. 

Concert: “Ode to the Moon,” Miller Theater, 7:30 - 
9:00pm.  Free admission.  Musicians of the Tianhan 
Traditional Chinese Orchestra from China and AU 
Performing Arts faculty Luanne Crosby and Daisy Wu 
will present a concert of Chinese music. 

Fireworks: Above Alfred, 9:30pm 
 

 

 

 

Bazaar: Save the Date 

The annual UUC Christmas Bazaar will take place on 
Friday, December 4, 2015.  The format will be similar 
to last year so you can be thinking about your theme 
baskets, soups, pies, baked goods, and/or candy. Vol-
unteers are needed to help in all areas and you can 
contact the church office if you are interested. 

Directory Update 
It is time to update our Church Directory.  Forms for 
new members and address, email, and/or phone 
changes will be available beginning Septembers 6, or 
you can email the following information to the church 
office: 

Name(s) 
Mailing address 
Email address 
Preferred phone contact 

Our directory includes photos so please include a 
photo along with your information. 

Deadline for updated information is Sunday, Sep-
tember 27.  

Church-on-the-go 
Sermons Did you know that you can read copies of 
Rev. DeMott’s sermons by going to the church web-
site www.unionuniversitychurch.org and clicking 
on the “Sermon” button? 

 
Sermons are posted  on the website each Wednesday. 
You also have the option to listen to sermons by 
clinking on the audio button on the homepage. 

Google is another access point for sermons: 
simply Google - “Union University Church sermons” 
to access the church website and sermon podcasts on 
Facebook. 

Sermon podcasts (audio files that can be listened to 
on the Internet or downloaded to your computer or 
other media device) are also posted to Facebook and 
you DO NOT have to join Facebook to get to the 
church Facebook page.  

Calendar The church calendar is also available on our 
website or you can Google “Union University Church 
calendar” to be taken to the page 

Church News & Events cont. 
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Prayer Breakfast Report 

This year’s Prayer Breakfast was a big success with 
the weather cooperating and 35-40 people in attend-
ance.  The worship portion of the service was held 
outdoors and the meal was served in the King David 
Room.   

 

Thank You Notes 
Our Mission of the Month partners have been grate-
ful for the donations they have received from our 
congregation. Letters are posted on the bulletin board 
in the Church Center as they are received: 
 
The Bath VA Medical Center 
Allegany Senior Foundation 
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School 
Haiti Outreach 
UNICEF 
Habitat for Humanity 
Alfred Area Food Pantry 
Faith in Action Steuben County 
Hart Comfort House 

In addition, thank you letters have been received 
from the organizations the Youth Group designated 
as part of their Sunday School program a year ago: 
Concern for Youth, Hornell, NY 
Wellsville Family YMCA 
Families of FANA Western NY 
Alternatives to Violence Project 
Hart Comfort House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Perspective 

Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough to look  
backward and be thankful;  
courage enough to look forward and be hopeful;  
faith enough to look upward and be humble;  
kindness enough to look outward and be helpful.  
Amen 
From the Newsletter Newsletter  (Sept. 2008) Prayer written for the Jewish 
High Holy Days 
 

We Pray for 

Norma Higgins, Gladys Peckham, Sharon Burdick’s 
sister (Carrie Anderson), Jessi Getchell-Baker & fami-
ly, Corrie Burdick,  Bev Snyder’s brother (Robert 
Austen), Jasper Fanton, Thelma Palmiter, Stu & 
Loretta Smith on the death of their daughter (Lisa), 
Peg Shively and family on the death of Carl, Michele 
Hluchy’s mother, Joan Schulze’s sister (Carol Ann 
Richie), Rebecca Powell, Cathy Rees on the death of 
her father, the Butler family on the death of Lou But-
ler. 

Empower Me 
  to be a bold participant, 
 rather than a timid saint in waiting, 
 in the difficult ordinariness of  now; 
 to exercise the authority of  honesty; 
 rather than defer to power, 
 or deceive to get it; 
 to influence someone for justice, 
 rather than impress anyone for gain; 
 and, by grace, to find treasures 
 of  joy, of  friendship, of  peace 
 hidden in the fields of  the daily 
 you give me to plow. 

~Ted Loder, from Wrestling the Light: Ache 

and Awe in the Human-Divine Struggle 

People 

http://www.amazon.com/Wrestling-Light-Human-Divine-Struggle-Prayers/dp/book-citations/0806690399
http://www.amazon.com/Wrestling-Light-Human-Divine-Struggle-Prayers/dp/book-citations/0806690399
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Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and noti-

fy the Church Office.  If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the El-

der of the Month or the Deacon of the Month. 

Date Greeter Lay Leader Flowers Coffee Hour Usher 

Sept 6 Cartledge C. Dewey None - Communion Porter McFadden 

Sept 13 Soule Bentz J. & T. Smith Rally Day (Agape) McFadden 

Sept 20 Stephens Casey Stephens Chambers McFadden 

Sept 27 Watson W. Schulze Watson Soule McFadden 

Oct 4 Meacham J. Meacham None - Communion Napolitano TBD 

Oct 11 Bowden D. Porter Porter Watson TBD 

Oct 18 Porter Slack Bellows TBD TBD 

Oct 25 Napolitano Buckwalter Luo Schulze TBD 

Nov 1 Chambers H. Meacham None - Communion Bowden Meacham 

September Board Members of the Month  

Deacon….............................................................Kim Hoover (kimclarehoover@gmail.com; 706.717.9588) 

Elder............................................................................Bob Condrate (fcondrate@alfred.edu; 607.587.8164) 

BOCE…………………………......................…..  

Fellowship…………..............................................Dan Napolitano (napolitano@alfred.edu; 607.587.8216) 

Trustee…………………………...................................Larry Casey (ljcasey@frontiernet.net; 607.587.8872) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 

To volunteer contact Melissa Jusianiec mjjusianiec@hotmail.com 

 K - 4 5-7 Youth 

Sept 13 Rally Day Agape 

Meal 

Rally Day  

Agape Meal 

Rally Day  

Agape Meal 

Sept 20 Jen Smith Tim Smith Wes Bentz 

Sept 27 Tim Smith Jen Smith Wes Bentz 

Oct 4 Monica Reginio Kathi Chambliss Communion 

Oct 11 Kathi Chambliss Monica Reginio Sophie Luo 

Draft Sunday School Schedule 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 

2 3 

12 noon 

BOCE 

4 5 

6 

10:30 Worship 

(pew     

communion) 

 

7 

 

8 9  

12pm Book 

Group 

10 

 

 

11 12 

13 

10:30 Worship 

 

14 15 

 

16 12pm 

Book Group 

 

 

7pm Elders 

7pm Trustees 

17 

 

18 19 

20 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

21 22 

 

23 

12pm Book 

Group 

 

24 

 

25 26 

27 

10:30 Worship 

 

28 29 30    

Mission of the Month 

By all these lovely tokens  
September days are here, 
With summer's best of  
weather And autumn's best 
of  cheer.  
             Helen Hunt Jackson 
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On The Front Porch 
On the first day, God created the dog and said, "Sit 
all day by the door of your house and bark at anyone 
who comes in or walks past. For this I will give you a 
life span of twenty years." 

The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How 
about only ten years and I'll give you back the other 
ten?" 

And God said that it was good.  

On the second day, God created the monkey and 
said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and make them 
laugh.. For this, I'll give you a twenty-year life span."  

The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? 
That's a pretty long time to perform. How about I 
give you back ten like the dog did?"  

And God again said that it was good.  

On the third day, God created the cow and said, 
"You must go into the field with the farmer all day 
long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give 
milk to support the farmer's family. For this, I will 
give you a life span of sixty years."  

The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want 
me to live for sixty years. How about twenty and I'll 
give back the other forty?"  

And God agreed it was good.  

On the fourth day, God created humans and said, 
"Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. For this, 
I'll give you twenty years." 

But the human said, "Only twenty years?  Could you 
possibly give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave 
back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the 
dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?"  

"Okay," said God, "You asked for it."  

 So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, 
sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. For the next forty 
years, we slave in the sun to support our family. For 
the next ten years, we do monkey tricks to entertain 
the grandchildren. And for the last ten years, we sit 
on the front porch and bark at everyone.  Life has 
now been explained to you.  
 
There is no need to thank me for this valuable infor-
mation. I'm doing it as a public service. If you are 
looking for me I will be on the front porch.  
                                     Submitted by Mary Lou Cartledge 

 

Mary’s Husband 
A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "What was 
Jesus' mother's name?" One child answered, "Mary." 
 
The teacher then asked, "Who knows what Jesus' fa-
ther's name was?" A little kid said, "Verge." 
 
Confused, the teacher asked, "Where did you get 
that?" The kid said, "Well, you know they are always 
talking about Verge n' Mary.'' 
 

Around the Block 
A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a 

large city because he was short of time and couldn’t 

find a space with a meter. 

Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that 

read:  

“I have circled the block 10 times. If I don’t park here, I’ll 

miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.” 

When he returned, he found a citation from a police 

officer along with this note: 

“I’ve circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket 

I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.” 

Just for Fun 
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