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Something to think about …  

Last night I opened an app on my iPad that I use for sketching only to discover to my dismay 
that the latest update had completely changed the character of the app.  The developers proudly 
trumpeted, “This is the biggest update we have ever made!  We have overhauled everything and 
given it an entirely new look!”  Apparently, however, they never asked their users if we wanted a 
new look because I was not the only one taken aback by the change.  The app fell from a five 

star rating to a two star rating almost overnight as disappointed users like me expressed their frustration.   
 
 “Totally killed the joy of using the app,” said one reviewer.   
 “ABSOLUTE WORST UPDATE IMAGINABLE!” shouted another. 
 “I’m horrified and can’t imagine what you were thinking,” many said. 
 One blunt review concluded, “You really peed in the punch bowl, guys.” 
 
How could a software company make such a monumental misjudgment?  The problem actually arose from its 
original success.  The app began life with a carefully considered minimalist design that mimicked the sketching 
experience.  Artists flocked to the software and raved that for the first time, drawing on the iPad felt as respon-
sive as drawing on a pad of paper.  There were none of the typical software bells or whistles.  The set of tools was 
small and manageable and the learning curve was virtually non-existent; anyone could open the app and begin 
sketching immediately.  Unfortunately for the software developers, the superior design of that original app meant 
that the developers had nothing left to develop.  In the technology world, regular updates are a sign of life and an 
app that hasn’t changed in four years is seen as “your grandfather’s app,” regardless of whether it still does the job 
it was designed to do.  Afraid that their app would begin to look old and out of date, the developers decided to 
tinker.  They added all kinds of new fangled tools; they connected the app to social media; they added complex 
menus so deep that one could become lost in the choices.  They re-designed their app to impress the digital world 
and forgot that their customers bought the app precisely for its simplicity.  They should have trusted their prod-
uct. 
  
In our Wednesday noon book group, we are reading Rachel Held Evan’s book, Searching for Sunday in which 
she outlines her disenchantment with the church as a young adult and her eventual return.  If I were to summa-
rize her book in a few words, it would be that the church should trust its product.   
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In the 1980s, when young people stopped going to church and denominations across America began to decline 
in numbers, many congregations panicked and decided that a “design update”  was in order.  They replaced 
hymnals with overheads and sermons with dramatic presentations.  Pews gave way to auditorium seating and 
ministers learned to talk hip.  And for a little bit, these changes staunched the flow away from the church.  
Mega churches trumpeted that they had “overhauled everything and given Christianity an entirely new look!” 
and pointed to their filled sanctuaries as proof that the bells and whistles were working.  After only a couple of 
decades, however, the growth has stalled and instead, young people are complaining that there is no substance 
beneath the glitz.  They remain spiritually hungry and they are hungering for the same thing all of us are, the 
same thing that human beings have been hungering for since the dawn of time:  meaning, belonging, hope, 
forgiveness, challenge, community, and the promise of a presence greater than what the eyes can see or the 
mind comprehend.  It turns out that all of the bells and whistles didn’t get them any closer to filling that hun-
ger and what they really needed was a church that just did a better job at preaching the gospel.  A bad sermon 
is still a bad sermon whether its preached from a yellowing manuscript or a fancy iPad, and heartless worship is 
still heartless worship whether it’s projected on a 20 foot screen and piped through 1200 watt speakers or 
whether its conducted in a cold sanctuary accompanied by the mumbled words of an apathetic congregation.   
 
The church doesn’t need a design update; it just needs congregations that are committed to its message and to 
one another.  When we trust in the gospel that Christ has given us — when we open our arms to every person 
regardless of our differences, when we talk about our faith as if it is something alive and meaningful to us, 
when we show our faith to others through the generosity of our hearts and our wallets, when we act as the 
body of Christ — people will understand that here is a place where we engage in something deep and mean-
ingful.  They will see that we trust the product, and the product — the gospel of Christ — will sell itself. 
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During the month of October the 
Board of Elders has designated 
UNICEF as the recipient of our 
benevolence collections.   UNICEF, 
the United Nations Children's Fund, 

is a United Nations program founded in 1946 to pro-
vide emergency food and healthcare to children in 
the aftermath of World War II.   The mission of 
UNICEF has expanded over the years to now in-
clude a variety of humanitarian and development 
programs to help meet basic needs of children and 
women, including distribution of food, water, and 
medicine.   UNICEF has also been a leader in advo-
cating for the rights of children and in calling for 
economic reforms that will benefit children. 

 
One of UNICEF's best-known programs in the US 
is Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, where children take 
UNICEF collection boxes to gather donations as 
part of Halloween festivities.  Participation in the 
Trick-or-Treat program has been a long-standing tra-
dition for the children in the Union University 
Church and from the community of Alfred.   This 
annual event not only raises money, but also raises 
awareness about UNICEF and the situation of chil-
dren in need around the globe.   The details for this 
year's UNICEF drive are listed below. 
 
What:  UNICEF COLLECTION 
When:  Sunday October 25, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
Where:  Gather at UUC Church Center 
How to: Children will ride with volunteer 
drivers to collect money for the donation boxes 
 

Please support our Trick-or-
Treaters when they come to 
your door.  And please support 
our benevolence program by 
making a donation for 
UNICEF during the month of 
October.  Checks should be 
made out to Union University 

Church with UNICEF in the memo line.  (By Nancy 
Evangelista) 

Food Pantry  
The Alfred Area Food Pantry is an organization we 

continue to support throughout the year and their 

need continues to be great.  A recent request has 

been made  especially for the following items: 

 Fast cooking rice 

 Canned chicken or tuna 

 Cereal (all kinds) 

 Pasta sauce 

 Jelly 

 Low sodium boxed dinners (rice on the side, pas-
ta on the side, etc.) 

 Toothpaste 

 Shampoo/Conditioner 

 Dry pasta, especially spaghetti & elbow macaroni 

Wellsville Community Kitchen 
Volunteers are needed to prepare and serve lunch at 

the Wellsville Community Kitchen on Saturday,  

October 10. Please contact Lyle Slack 

(slacklbv@aol.com) if you are able to assist. 

Blessing of the Animals 
On October 4 our worship service will include a spe-
cial blessing of the animals.  You will have the op-
portunity to offer up the names of your pets during 
worship. 

Prayer for the Animals 
 

Hear our humble prayer, O God, for our friends, the animals. 
Especially for animals who are suffering; for any that are 

hunted or lost or deserted or frightened or hungry; 
for all that must be put to death. 

We entreat for them all Thy mercy and pity, 
and for those who deal with them, we ask a 

a heart of compassion and gentle hands and kindly words. 
Make us, ourselves, to be true friends to animals, 

and so to share the blessings of the merciful.  
              Attributed to Albert Schweitzer 

Church News & Events 
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Ink Cartridge Recycling 
We have learned that the company we have worked 

with in the past is no longer taking most of the 

kinds of ink and toner cartridges we have been col-

lecting so we ask that you stop bringing them to the 

Church Center and find another way to recycle them 

responsibly. 

New Church Website 

The new church website is up and running and 
should be easily viewed on mobile devices, tablets, 
laptops, and desktop computers.  The new look is 
simple and clear and best of all, the site is easily up-
dated.   

The church calendar as well as the Master Schedule, 
forms, newsletters, etc. are all available on the site. 
The Church Directory as well as prayer concerns are 
in a secure section of the site that is only viewable 
with a password.  The password may be requested 
directly from Lana, Laurie, or another church mem-
ber but it should never be shared via email or with 
those who are not part of our congregation. 

Updated Church Directory 
The updated Church Photo Directo-
ry will be sent out via email the first 
week in October.  If you are unable 
to print your copy at home, please 
request one from the church office. 
The directory will also be available in 
the “Members” section of the church 
website: 
www.unionuniversitychurch.org.  

You will need the password to access the secure sec-
tion of the site.   

Church Membership 
In most churches, membership is important to de-
nominational bookkeeping and is seen as an entry 
point to the life of  the congregation.  Because our 
church is nondenominational, however, and we are 
not required to report statistics to a larger denomi-
national organization, membership at UUC has a 
very different meaning.  As many of  you know, we 
don’t require that people be members of  the church 
before they teach Sunday School, serve on Boards 
and committees, or help lead worship.  On the con-
trary, we believe that those activities give newcomers 

a chance to meet others in the congregation and 
learn more about who we are as a church.  Rather 
than being an entry point to the church, then, mem-
bership at UUC usually occurs after a person has 
become so much a part of  congregational life that 
others already think of  them as part of  the church 
family even if  their names are not on the rolls offi-
cially.  Official membership offers you the oppor-
tunity to stand before our congregation and say, “I 
feel at home here and I wish to commit myself  to 
the work of  Christ that happens in this church.”  In 
turn, the rest of  the congregation has the oppor-
tunity to say back, “We feel that you are a part of  
this church family and we welcome you to the minis-
try we are doing together..” 
 
Meetings with Rev. DeMott will be held on Sept. 27,  
Oct. 11, or Nov. 22 at 11:30 (following worship) for 
those who wish to explore membership in UUC.  
 

Fall Adult Study  
Our weekly Adult Study,  
Interpreting the Bible, will 
begin on Thursday, October 
15 at 4:30pm and will continue 
through Thursday, November 
19. 

Laurie will lead us in a survey of the different ap-
proaches biblical scholars have taken to biblical in-
terpretation throughout the history of the church 
and we will try some of those approaches ourselves, 
deepening our experience of the scriptural witness. 

UUC Bazaar 2015 

Our annual Church Bazaar will take place on Friday, 

December 4. This year’s event will once again fea-

ture: a luscious luncheon of soups, sandwiches, and 

pies;  beautiful baskets;  bountiful baked goods and 

candies; and a cookbook of our finest soup recipes. 

Deb Stephens has agreed to be the Point Person for 

this year’s bazaar. Jan Porter and Joan Bowden will 

lead the soup, sandwich, and pie brigade and Lana 

Meissner, Denise Grandusky, and Mary Stearns will 

help with baskets.  Its not too soon to begin think-

ing about how you can be part of this all-church ac-

tivity. 

Church News & Events cont. 
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Rally Day  
The church year got off to a rousing start  again this 
year with a successful Agape brunch attended by 80 
church members. With music, prayer, and praise we 
celebrated our church community with special 
acknowledgement of our children and youth.  Fourth 
graders, Candy Zhou and, Cyrus Quintana  received 
their Bibles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks go to Dan Napolitano 
for coordinating the event and to the 
Fellowship Board for their assistance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church News & Events cont. 

Photos courtesy of  

John Buckwalter 
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People  

Church is a Group Activity 
“[The Greek] word for church, ekklesia, was used at 

the time of Jesus to refer to the “calling out” of citi-

zens for a civic meeting or for battle, and is em-

ployed in one form or another in both the Old and 

New Testaments to refer to the people of God, as-

sembled together. So church is, essentially, a gather-

ing of kingdom citizens, called out — from their in-

dividuality, from their sins, from their old ways of 

doing things, from the world’s way of doing things 

— into participation in this new kingdom and com-

munity with one another.  

 

“I’m not exactly sure how all this works, but I think, 

ultimately, it means I can’t be a Christian on my own. 

Like it or not, following Jesus is a group activity, 

something we’re supposed to do together.” 

 

—Rachel Held Evans, Searching for Sunday   

A Prayer for Comfort  
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30(NIV) 

In times of  weakness 
and hour of  need,  
yours is the strength 
by which we carry on,  
the shoulder  
we rest our head upon. 
When our load is heavy 
and too much to bear,  
yours are the arms 
stretched out to help us 
the grace 
that we depend on. 
In times of  weakness 
and hour of  need,  
your voice is heard, 
‘Come… find rest.’ 
© John Birch  http://www.faithandworship.com (used with 
permission) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord hear  

our prayer 

             In our prayers 

Norma Higgins, Gladys Peckham, 
Sharon Burdick’s sister (Carrie An-
derson), Jessi Getchell-Baker & 
family, Corrie Burdick,  Bev 
Snyder’s brother (Robert Austen), 
Jasper Fanton, Thelma Palmiter,  
Michele Hluchy’s mother, Joan 
Schulze’s sister (Carol Ann Richie), 
Rebecca Powell, the family of Lew 
Butler, Roger Smith, Darlene  
Padriac, Sabra Venezia. 
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We spend a lot of time in the church talking about faith, be-
lief, and the values expected of those who follow Christ but 
what are the practical skills we need to act out our convictions 
in our everyday life?  In this monthly column, I will propose 
exercises you might use to strengthen your “spiritual muscles” 
so that you can develop the skills you need to manifest Christ’s 
love in your life. 
 

This Month’s Skill:  Prayer   
The Protestant Reformer, Martin Luther said, “To 
be a Christian without prayer is no more possible 
than to be alive without breathing.”  Nevertheless, 
most of us find prayer to be fraught with questions 
and difficulties.  What should we pray for?  How of-
ten should we pray?  What should we say when we 
pray?  
 
To begin, let’s divide prayer into two types: prayer 
with words, and pray without words.   
 

Prayers with Words 
The church has traditionally recognized four differ-
ent types of prayers with words: 
 
1. Prayers of Praise 

A prayer of praise expresses in words our recogni-
tion of God’s superiority to our human abilities, and 
God’s inherent goodness.  The simple child’s grace, 
“God is great; God is good,” is a prayer of praise.  
The purpose of this sort of prayer is not to stoke 
God’s ego but to remind us that God’s strength, 
love, and wisdom are beyond anything that we in our 
human limitations can completely comprehend.  
When we begin to feel lost in our weakness (or over-
ly proud in our vanity), we can remind ourselves in 
prayer of God’s abilities that are far beyond our own.     
 
Try this:  Write or say a prayer in which you list 
the qualities of God in a litany such as, “I praise 
you, God, because you are infinitely patient with 
my shortcomings.” 
 
2.  Prayers of Thanksgiving 

A prayer of thanksgiving expresses our gratitude to 
God for those things in our lives that give us mean-
ing and joy.  By praying a prayer of thanksgiving, we 
open our eyes to the many small blessings around us, 
even in times of trouble.  This prayer helps us to pay 
attention to the moments of goodness we often ne-

glect to see when we are overwhelmed by difficulties 
in life.   

 
Try this:  Every day for a month before you go to 
bed, think of three things from that day for 
which you are thankful and make that your 
evening prayer. 
 
3.  Prayers of Petition 

Some have said that the only words we need to say 
when praying are, “Thank you,” and “Help.”  In a 
prayer of petition, we admit to God our need for 
God because we are not doing a very good job of 
things on our own.  A prayer of petition can be as 
short as , “God, give me strength,” or it can be a 
long discourse with God in which you pour out your 
heart trusting that God can bear your worries, your 
fears, your anger, and your hurt.       
 
Try this:  While driving in your car alone (or any 
where that people will not look at you like you 
are nuts) have a conversation with God about 
what’s going on in your life.  Talk to God as you 
might a dear friend you haven’t seen in twenty 
years, confessing your struggles, and don’t worry 
about whether the conversation has a purpose.  

 
4.  Prayers of Intercession  

While prayers of petition focus on our own needs, 
prayers of intercession focus on the needs of others.  
In prayer, we “intercede” or speak to God on some-
one else’s behalf.  Intercessory prayers are both the 
most common type of prayer and the most troubling 
type of prayer.  We want to pray for those who are 
sick but wonder, “Will God only take action if I prod 
God to it with my prayers?  Can I pray for a person 
to get better or should I pray only for spiritual help 
and leave the physical treatment to the doctors?”   
 
Intercessory prayers, however, should not be 
thought of as magical formulas (i.e., if I say the right 
words, God will be moved to heal this person) but 
rather as a means of our stepping into the midst of a 
person’s suffering, articulating their need in prayer, 
and in doing so, bearing their suffering on our hearts 
just as Christ bore our suffering on the cross on our 
behalf.   

 
 

Keeping Faith 
Developing Skills for Discipleship by Rev. DeMott 
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Try this:  Make a list of those for whom you wish 
to pray, and for each person, pray this simple 
prayer:  “God of compassion, hold [name] in 
your love as I hold him/her in my heart that he/
she may not be alone in his/her suffering.” 

 

Prayers without Words 
Thomas Merton said, "Let me seek, then, the gift 
of silence, and poverty, and solitude, where every-
thing I touch is turned into prayer: where the sky 
is my prayer, the birds are my prayer, the wind in 
the trees is my prayer, for God is all in all.” 
 
Prayers without words help us to move beyond 
our need to say the right thing and instead focus 
on prayer as spiritual union with God, union with 
the world around us, and union with those who 
suffer.  There are many ways to pray without 
words but here are four you might try: 
 
1. Praying by Paying Attention 

Set a timer for ten minutes and sit somewhere 
comfortable.  It can be outside on your porch, on 
a street bench, in the mall, or even in the quiet of 
your home.  Begin by noting everything you hear.  
(You may want to close your eyes to help you fo-
cus on this.)  After you have done that for a few 
minutes, notice all of the colors around you, and 
then the textures, and shapes.  Take a minute to 
see if you can smell any different smells.  Note 
what your body is feeling.  If there are people 
around, study their faces for expressions and feel-
ings.   
 
If you find your mind wandering off to thinking, 
evaluating, or speculating on anything, bring your 
attention back to your present surroundings.  You 
are not trying to empty your mind but rather fill 
your senses with the world around you and really 
notice it. 
 
2.   Prayer Embrace 

This is specifically a form of a wordless Prayer of 
Intercession.  Rather than using words to pray for 
someone who is suffering, spend a few minutes 
envisioning that person bathed in light, or swad-
dled in comforting peace, or held in God’s hands.  
Anytime you find yourself thinking specific words 
such as, “Help them to find a good job away from 
that nasty boss that’s giving them an ulcer,” pull 
your mind back to the wordless image of the per-
son surrounded by peace.  This removes our need 

to articulate “what it is we are praying for,” and 
helps us avoid the theological tangles that too of-
ten distract our attention from the person’s suf-
fering.   
 
3.  Walking Prayer 

Most of us don’t need instructions on how to do 
a walking prayer; we just need to be told that’s 
what we’ve been doing all of these years!  Walking 
on labyrinths, circular paths, or through the 
woods can help us to focus our minds and give us 
time to reflect on problems, allowing us to hear 
God’s direction through a clarity that arises from 
the walk.  In order to turn a normal walk into a 
prayer walk, choose a prayer concern on which 
you will focus your mind during your walk.  Alter-
natively, you can read a Bible scripture or psalm 
before your walk allowing its words to return 
throughout the walk.  The rhythm and quiet of 
the walk helps focus your attention on the prayer 
concern and, as in the “prayers of paying atten-
tion,” you should gently ease your mind back to 
the concern if you find it drifting while you walk. 
 
4. Coloring Prayer 

Sybil MacBeth developed a method of praying by 
doodling.  During a difficult period in her life 
when many friends and family members were 
struggling, she found herself bereft of words to 
offer in prayer.  Instead, she took her colored 
pencils and a sketch pad and wrote their names 
on a sheet of paper.  She then drew geometric 
shapes, circles, and doodles around the names and 
filled them with color to surround the names of 
those she loved with beauty.   She added other 
words randomly on the page — God, love, peace, 
blessing — and colored around those words as 
well.  The prayer was not only the resulting page 
splashed with color but also the time she spent 
wordlessly devoted to holding her loved one’s 
well being in her heart.  You can see examples of 
her prayer pages at www.prayingincolor.com. 
 
There are many other ways to pray, both with 
and without words, but of course, the most 
important part of prayer is to practice it.  For 
the month of October, strengthen your spir-
itual muscles by giving one or more of the ex-
ercises above a try. 

Keeping Faith : Prayer (cont.) 
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 Sunday School Schedule - October 

 

Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and noti-

fy the Church Office.  If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the El-

der of the Month or the Deacon of the Month. 

Date Greeter Lay Leader Flowers Coffee Hour Usher 

Oct 4 Meacham J. Meacham None - Communion Napolitano Ninos 

Oct 11 Bowden D. Porter Porter Watson Ninos 

Oct 18 Porter Slack Bellows Edwards/Ninos Ninos 

Oct 25 Napolitano Buckwalter Luo Schulze Ninos 

Nov 1 Chambers H. Meacham None - Communion Bowden Meacham 

Nov 8 Hopkins M. McFadden Burdick Condrate Meacham 

Nov 15 Lange Meissner Lange McDonough Meacham 

Nov 22 

  

Condrate Sharon Smith Harvest Sunday  -  

Lana Meissner 

Grandusky Meacham 

Nov 29 

Advent 1 

Hoover-Diaz Hoover-Diaz Advent Wreath Stearns Meacham 

October Board Members of the Month  

Deacon…..........................................................Wally Higgins (higginswally@yahoo.com; (607) 587-9566) 

Elder.........................................................................Linell Soule (lasoule@frontiernet.net; (607) 276-5832) 

BOCE………………………….............................….. Eliza Ordway (ordwayej@gmail.com; 607.478.5072)

Fellowship…………...................................................Luanne Crosby (fclarke@alfred.edu; (607) 587-9870) 

Trustee………………….............................................Jen Smith (JSmith@andovercsd.org; (607) 587-9377) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 

 Primary Middler Youth 

Oct 4 Monica  

Reginio 

Kathi 

Chambliss 

Communion 

Oct 11 Godly Play Godly Play Godly Play 

Oct 18 Kathi 

Chambliss 

Monica  

Reginio 

Sophie Luo 

Oct 25 Shaune Henry Jenna Watson Joan Bowden 

Nov 1 Jenna Watson Shaune Henry Communion 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Mission of the 

Month 

 

   

 

1 

 

 

2 3 

4 

10:30 Worship- 

Blessing of the 

Animals 

 

12 Youth 

Group 

5 6 

 

 

7 

12 Book 

Group 

7 Trustees 

8 

 

 

9 10 

Wellsville Com-

munity Kitchen 

11 

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Prospec-

tive members 

12 

 

 

13 14 

12 Book 

Group 

 

 

 

15 

4:30 Adult 

Study 

16 17 

18 

10:30 Worship 

11:30 BOCE 

12 Youth 

Group 

 

19 20 

 

21 

12 Book 

Group 

 

7pm Elders 

22 

4:30 Adult 

Study 

 

23 24 

25 

10:30 Worship 

12 Youth Too 

2 UNICEF 

Drive 

 

26 27 28 

12 Book 

Group 

29 

4:30 Adult 

Study 

 

30 

 

31 Halloween 

“Listen! The wind is rising, 

and the air is wild with leaves, 

We have had our summer 

evenings, now for October 

eves!” ― Humbert Wolfe 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/233837.Humbert_Wolfe
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Theology vs. Astronomy 
A theologian and an astronomer were talking togeth-
er one day. The astronomer said that after reading 
widely in the field of religion, he had concluded that 
all religion could be summed up in a single phrase. 
"Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you," he said, with a bit of smugness, knowing that 
his field is so much more complex. 
 
After a brief pause, the theologian replied that after 
reading widely in the area of astronomy he had con-
cluded that all of it could be summed up in a single 
phrase also. "Oh, and what is that?" the astronomer 
inquired. 
"Twinkle, twinkle, little star; how I wonder what you 
are!" 
 

Shhhhh! 
A man arrives at the gates of heaven. St. Peter asks, 
"Denomination?" The man says, "Methodist." St. Pe-
ter looks down his list, and says, "Go to room 24, but 
be very quiet as you pass room 8."  
 
Another man arrives at the gates of heaven. 
"Denomination?"  
 
"Lutheran."  
 
"Go to room 18, but be very quiet as you pass room 
8."  
 
A third man arrives at the gates. "Denomination?"  
 
"Presbyterian."  
 
"Go to room 11, but be very quiet as you pass room 
8."  
 
The man says, "I can understand there being differ-
ent rooms for different denominations, but why must 
I be quiet when I pass room 8?"  
 
St. Peter tells him, "Well the Baptists are in room 8, 
and they think they're the only ones here.”  

 

 
 
 
 

 

The New Robe 
Jesus is wandering around Jerusalem when he decides 
he really needs a new robe. After looking around, he 
sees a sign for  "Mandelbaum, the Tailor." 
He goes in and Mandelbaum prepares a new robe for 
him which is a perfect fit. 
 
When he asks how much he owes, Mandelbaum 
brushes him off:  "No, no, there's no charge. But, 
may I ask a small favor? Maybe whenever you give 
a sermon you could just mention a little something 
about how your nice robe was made by Mandelbaum 
the Tailor." 
Jesus readily agrees and, as promised, plugs Mandel-
baum's robes every time he preaches. Some months 
later, he is walking through Jerusalem and happens by 
Mandelbaum's shop. There is a huge line of people 
waiting for Mandelbaum's robes. He pushes his way 
through the crowd to speak to Mandelbaum. 
 
"Jesus, Jesus, look what a marvel you've been for 
business," gushes Mandelbaum. "Would you consider 
a partnership?"   
"Sure, sure," replies Jesus.  "Jesus and Mandelbaum it 
is." 
"Uh, no, no,"  says Mandelbaum. "Mandelbaum 
and Jesus. After all I am the craftsman." 
The two of them debate this and many other topics 
for some time.  Finally, they come to a compromise 
decision. 
The new sign went up: Lord & Taylor. 

Just for Fun 
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